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HISTORICAL SKETCH 



SLAVE TRADE, &c. 



1 PURPOSE in the following fheett to take a kind 
of hiftorical view of the Slave Trade ; and as I trace 
it from its origin, and mark its progrefs, I fhall 
hope to draw, the public attention, to the very irnr 
portant but moll melancholy changes which it hat 
effected through the whole Coaft of Africa — the 
milerable depreflion in which it has, for near 300 
years, kept that whole people— and fomewhat ob*. 
ferve upon the wickednels, depravity, and mifchief 
it has fpread over that quarter of the world | infi- 
nitely furpafling, , what it was poflible for our 
minds to have conceived, or have believed, were 
not the facte and proofs, unfortunately, too clear 
: and incontestable, for us to withhold giving them 
our full credit- 
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Trie Moors, according W Leo Africanus,* wer£ 
the jirfl people who mixed amongft the Negroesi 
*I*hey ^ere then in the ftate of animality, meeting 
by night in fmall companies of ten or a dozen, in 
a bower, covered with boughs of trees, each man 
arid woman contorting as love directed : they livetf 
in common, no tyrants, nor fuperior Lords. 
X-eo adds, they never made war, nor travelled 
into other countries, but thus contentedly lived all 
their days in their native country, and never fet 
their feet out of it. Jofeph, of the family of 
Luhtana, founder, and king of* the city of Mo- 
rocco, conquered all thefe Negro-nations, in the 
year of the Hegiera, 380, about the middle of the 
eleventh century, and tatigftf them the Mahome- 
tan religion ; and then great numbers of the mer- 
chants of Barbary travelled into their Country, to 
fell them goods, and learnt their language. Thd*- 
We find the Moors from Barbary, were the firft vU 
fitors into any of -the Negro-countries. And Leo 
exprefsly fays, " All thefe fifteen kingdoms of Ne- 
** groes (enumerating them) which are known to 
« us, extend along the Niger; And all the lands of 
" Negroes a«e fituated between two vaft deferts; 
u for on the one fide is the main defert between 
" Numidia and it, which is extended unto this very 
** country i and or the fouthfideof it is another 
" defeit, which rea'cheth to the main ocean on th* 
* ( weft ; beyond which defert, many nations inh*j 

* Book 7 th, of the lands of the Nvgroat. 
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•* tit, with whom we are not acquainted, for none 
w of our people have travelled thither, by reafon 

* of the length of the journey, and the vaft dif- 
w tance, and alfo the diverfity of language and re- 

* ligion. They have no dealings with us." Thia 
full and pofitive declaration of Leo Africanus 
muft bring home to the conviction of every man, 
that the whole of the Slave Trade, now earned 1 on 
by the Europeans, has been alone the work, has 
been entirely brought about by the maritime na- 
tions of Europe ; for it is here in the moft direct 
terms poflible, afferted, and by the moft intelli- 
gent hiftorian of Africa, who lived about the time 
the Portuguefe firft purfued their difcoveries along 
its fhores, that that large and entire diftrict, 
almoft from Cape Verde to Cape Negro, a ftretch 
of ooaft of about 4000 miles, and- which compre- 
hends every place and country from whence Eu- 
ropeans draw Haves out of Africa, was fo little 
known to the reft of the world at that time, that 
(Leo Africanus declares) " they had no dealings 
M with them — they had no knowledge of them.^ 
This fcems to be ftrongly corroborated by a paf- 
fage in a voyage of Cada Mofto's,* in 1456, who 
fays, " We coafted as far as Rio Grande, where 
« two large almadias rowed towards us, but our 
t* interpreters were of no ufe, they could not ?ven 
v underftand a word of their language, and we 
ff were obliged, to oiy great mortification, to fail 

* Cad. \jofto, p. 56, 
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*' back, without any intelligence) not even knowing 
H what place wehadbeen to."— And PiedrodeCintr* 
went upon the fame coaft fome few years after,* to- 
make difcoveries, but the Negroes they had carried 
with them could not be underftood by thefc 
people. Piedro pufhed his difepverie* to ,Cape 
Mefarado. The Negroes came to them, but tie 
Negro-interpreters who fpake to them, could not 
make them underftand a word of their language. 
It is therefore evidently not true, what has been 
lb confidently affcrted by the advocates for this 
trade, that in this traffic on the Coaft of Guinea 
the Europeans only followed the example of other 
nations, who had carried on this, trade with the 
Negroes : that they had merely given into a trade 
which exifted previous to their difcovery of them $ 
for there is no trace, whatever, of any fuch com- 
merce fo purfued, or of any foreign nation, or 
white people, ever coming into their country, or 
upon their coaft, till the Portuguefe firft attacked 
them by piratical incursions, and afterwards fettled 
amongfi: them, in the courie of the fifteenth cen- 
tury. Nor was it, till the nations of the old 
world had effablifhed colonies in the new, that 
flaves became an article of foreign traffic, in this 
whole diftrict of African coaft. Therefore,the ama- 
zing numbers which the Europeans are laid to have 
purchafed, but which they have uriqueftionabty 
carried out of this unhappy country, have been 

* 146a. 
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lolearly from a trade created, mt-dwertedi Them 
is further decifiye proof of this, from an authority 
not to be controverted -, the authority of the Ne- 
groes thetnfelves, as recited by a writer, a gentle- 
man who was employed by the Royal African * 
Company, in 1746,* who exprefsly fays, ''That 
" the difcfirning natives account it their greateft 
xt unh'appinefs, that they were ever vifited by the 
.** Europeans. They fay, that we Chrijlians in- 
" troduced-the traffic of flaves, and that before our 
" coming, they lived is peace-, but, fay they, t it is 
w obfervable, that wherever Chrifiianity - comes, 
" there come with it a fword, a gun, powder and 
" ball." This point, I think, being mod clearly 
eftablilhed, I fliali now proceed to lhew the Euro- 
pean origin of this trade. 

It was our of the extraordinary coincidence of 
events, which took place in the fifteenth century, 
that this abominable European traffic in , human 
.flefli firft arofe j and it was the genius of Henry, 
fon of John of Portugal, which gave birth to thefe 
events. The immediate and profeffed objects of 
Prince Henry were thofe truly meritorious and 
. highly commendable ones, " The propagation of 
" Chrifiianity, and the civilization of mankind," 
which were juftly characterifed in the motto he 
aflumed, and he Talent de bien faire. But which his 
followers have ftiewn very oppofite, but very 
powerful talents, indeed, in molt fharaefully and 

f Smith's Voyage, p. «u. 
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"wickedly abufing and perverting. To this goorf 
man the world ftands indebted for performing the 
great defign of extending thofe limits which igno- 
rance had then given to it: likewife, for laying 
the broad foundation of that great and extenfive 
intercourfe and commerce now fubfifting among 
die feveral nations of it : for he was the firft who 
difcovered theufe of latitude and longitude in na- 
vigation, and pointed out how to afcertain them, 
by agronomical obfervation ; and by him alto, the 
ufe of the dtneEtive property of the magnet was feid 
to have been difcovered, though the property itfeJf 
was Gertainly fb, above a century before, by a na- 
tive of the kingdom of Naples. The attractive 
property was well known in former ages. It was 
under the immediate patronage and direction of 
this Prince, that the Portuguefe, from the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century, made fuccefEve dis- 
coveries along the Coaft of Africa ; and to this 
■ great and enlightened man, it may be juftly faid, 
Europe owes both Gama and Columbus ■, the 
former of whom found, by fea, round Africa, a 
pafiage to the Eaft Indies ; and the latter, though 
the difcoverer of America, certainly proceeded' 
upon Prince Henry's idea ; for the direct object 
of his voyage was by a weftward route to find the 
eaftern world. It was about fourfcore years from 
the Portuguefe beginning their difcoveries, to De 
■Gama's doubling the Cape of Good Hope, which 
he did in 1497: though it had been difcovered 
eleven years before by Bartholomew Dias, who, 
from 
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from the tumbling and totting he got offnf it* namaf 
it Cabo Tormentofo, or die Cape of Storms and 
Tempefts j but John II. of Portugal, in a burft of 
joy, when the account was brought him, called it the 
Cape of Good Hope, from the profpeft it opened 
to him of a paflage by fea to the Ealt Indies. 

Such was the Mate of navigation about the middle 
of the fifteenth, century, that when Cape Bojador 
was doubled, which is many leagues north of 
Cape Blanco only about oppofite to the Canaries* 
it was extolled and celebrated as an exploit equal 
to any of the labours of Hercules j for till- this 
fpiritof difcovery was awakened by Prince Henry, y 
Cape Non was the w plus ultra of European na- 
vigation. 

The year after this Herculean labour of Galia- 
nez, In the year 1435, two horfemen were put off 
ftiore, 120 miles beyond Cape Bojador, to make 
difedveries : they met 19 Africans armed with 
Javelins, who flying, they purfued, and wounded 
- feme of them, which was die firft jirjl blood ihed 
in thofe parts by Europeans. 

I with particularly to mark the year, in which 
was opened this final! ftream which has fince rolled 
in fuch torrents, ;ts like a general flobd, have not 
only deluged the deplorable country of Africa* 
but have, iri a manner, overwhelmed all the Euro- 
ropean fettlements in the new world, with ocean* 
«f human blood. 

AH the expeditions of the Portuguefe to th4 

Coafts of Africa were a feries of depredations; 
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burning of towns, pifiaging the natives, and 
carrying off the inhabitants from various parts, > 
and in considerable numbers, upon every incur- 
curfioa. It was one general continued fyftem of 
rapine, murder, and kidnapping. What varia- 
tion of fyftem there may be in the European vi- 
fitings of- that country now, it will not be very 
difficult to determine, as the public are in pofleffion 
of the feveral Reports of the Committees of the 
Houfe of Commons. 

The firft fort built by the PortugueTe was in 
1461, on the Me of Argnin. In 1469 Alphonfo, 
then King of Portugal, farmed the Guinea trade 
to Ferdinand o Gomez, a Lifbon merchant, for 
500 ducats, about 138I. flerltng, and was obli- 
ged to extend the difcoveries 500 leagues far- 
ther. Ten years after, the Gold Coaft was dis- 
covered ; the officer who difcovered it had the 
furname of titim given to him, and he was en- 
nobled. The Portuguefe were half a century 
advancing from Cape Non to the Equator.— 
Hitherto, no nation throughout Europe had dif- 
covered the lead inclination to follow the exam* 
pie of Portugal in this fpirit of difcovery. By 
a record in the Tower, the Englilh. appear to 
have been the firft to have (hewn any'difpofition 
towards it; it was in the year 148 1, when John II. 
of Portugal, fent an AmbafTador to Edward IV. 
to ftay one John Tintam, and one William Fa- 
bian, Englifhmen, whp were making, by com- 
mand- 
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rnindment of the Duke: of Medina Sidonia, a 
certain Fleet to go to Guinea; and to flmr 
Edward the title by which the faid John held the 
feignory of Guinea; to. the intent, that after the 
-King of England had feen the fame, he fhould 
give charge through alt his kingdom, that ho 
man fhould arm or fet forth, fhips to Guinea.— 
With which ■arhbaflagc, the record ftates, the 
King.of England feemedto be very well pieaTed ; 
and he condefcended unto all that the Ambafik- 
dors required of him. 

In 1484 the King of Portugal took the title of 
Lord of Guinea. 

The Portoguefe not having yet difcovered a 
pafTagc by fea to the Eaft Indies, prompted Co- 
lumbus, who was then refidenr in Portugal, to 
offer bis fervices for the attempt. The hiftory of 
the extreme difcouragement he received in this 
: purfuit, and the aftonifhing perfeverance by which 
he overcame all difficulties, it is perfectly unnc- 
cefTary to the object of'thefe fheets to dwell upon. 
Upon the 3d of Auguft 1492, under the patro- 
nage of Ifabella (who offered to pledge her jewels 
to fend him upon the expedition) he fet forward 
with three fmall (hips. 

When we review the feveral parts of this great 
event, the manner in which it was firft; clouded 
with every poffible difcouraging circumftance j 
thwarted and oppofed by every obftruftion and 
difficulty, which wearying delay, repeated mor- 
tification, perfonal intuit, and difpiriting rejection 
C ^could 



•tonld any way.raife; as if there were more tharf 
common purpofe and defign to baffle the under- 
taking: and when all thefe were gallantly and 
honourably fought through (and it took no left 
than eight long years to overcome them) and 
Columbus was now to begin his voyage, the 
mips were bad, crazy, and ill equipped, the 
vfailors uniktlful and timid, and very foort de- 
fpending; and when the needle varied <to the 
-Weft ^ which, for the firft. time, it was then ob- 
ferved to do) finding themfelves thus without 
chart or" guide, in an unknown, boundlefs fea, 
and their profpett of fuccefs feemingly at as great 
a'diftance as ever* they were thrown into abfolute 
defpair; even thofe who had been raoft attached 
to Columbus loft their confidence: in (hurt, 
every thing feemed to forfafce him, but the ftrength 
of his own mind; The failors were juft ready to 
fcnrft into open mutiny, and frequently it was 
propofed among them, to throw him into the 
fea. Seufible of his perilous fituation, Columbus 
implored thern to perfift hut for three days longer, 
and if land was not then difeovered, he would 
give up the enterprise, So very near was 
this, great event in being utterly defeated to the 
very laft moment;, I fay* when the mind looks 
back upon, weighs and confiders all thefe ex- 
traordinary circumftances, it is not poffible but 
to have prefent to it, the idea of the Great Ar* 
biter of alfhurnan affairs balancing this great 
event i now yielding, now' hanging back, 
1 making 
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making a paufe, an awful and jwrtentous paufo, 
foreboding all to come- ■ 

« As if th* Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray 
"Hung forth in Heaven his golden (bales, 
** Wherein all things created, firfl he weigh' d, 
" Pond'ring th' event— battles and realms 
** And all the .awaiting miferies on mani** 

On the t2th of October 1492, Columbus 
pulhed through the old boundary, and difcovered 
the new world ; and thus completed the remarka- 
ble prophecy of Seneca in the chorus of Medea ; 

Venient annis 
patcula fcris, quibus oceanui 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingeni ■ , 

Pateat tellus, Typhifque nova* 
Detegat orbes, nee fit terria 
Ultima Thole, 

This event was indeed atended with confe- 
quences the moft ferious and important to the' 
whole human racej and from it have followed 1 
fuch a ftrange compound and variety of good 
and ill to both worlds, that whatever may have- 
been the advantages derived to mankind from 
their fubfequent intercourfe, by the wide diffu-- 
*ion of general knowledge, and the extenfion of 
the arts of civil life, yet, from the inhuman 
and barbarous manner in which it let loofe thofe 
wild and deftroying paffions in man, avarice and 
ambition, and which, like a peftilence, raged 
with uncontrolled and mqft lavage impetuofky 
C 2 over 
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over the whole face of the new World ; deftroy* 
all its beauteous cities; overthrowing its raft 
empires ; mafiacring, by the moft cruel and un- 
heard-of tortures, all its admirable Princes; 
making an abfolute carnage of the people ; mur- 
dering above 40,000,000 of men : and, from 
from the utter bar it has hitherto proved to the 
civilization of another quarter of the world, to 
the whole continent of Africa ; eradicating there 
every principle of virtue, every femblance of 
morality and juftice ; enflaving its people, and 
facrificing them annually, by rhoufands and 
thoufands, at the Ihfme <of European luxury and 
avarice. In this ftngle view of it, well may its 
advantages have become queftionable ; well may 
the good and virtuous bui"ft into honeft excla- 
mation, — Happy had it been for both worlds, 
irad they never been introduced to each other ! 

The Portuguese had, at this period, eftablifhed' 
thttnfelves almoft every where on the African 
Coaft; and they Undertook, about the year 151 7, 
to fupply Spain from that country with men, to , 
re-people and cultivate the lands of the new 
world, whofe inhabitants the Spaniards had nearly 
extirpated, had almoft entirely cut off and de- 
ftroyed : lb much fo, that notwithftanding the 
immoderate drain there has been from the old 
world, the vaft fupply both from Africa and Eu- 
rope, America is not fuppofed at this day to con- 
tain one fiftieth pait of the people who had 
formed fuch large empires, and which were found 
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in the higheft fplendor, in the moft flourifliingf 
happy ftate, When that favage banditti of Chrif- 
tians broke loofe among them. 

Thefe were the great events which firft led, 
firft gave rife to that abominable and heinous 
European traffic in human fleih, commonly 
called the Slave Trade. 

The feveral maritime nations of Europe, as 
pofleffions were acquired ia the new work), led 
by the example of the Portuguefe, vifited the 
coaft. of Africa, and feized, without fcruple or 
temorfe, the natives wherever they could meet 
them, and furreptkioufly carried them off as 
flaves to the 'new eftablifhed colonies ; and truly 
to be lamented it is,' that we are not able to 
except in this general defcription our own nation. 
Having remarked this, it is but a juftice due to 
the governing powers of the country at thfc 
time, to mention an anecdote of Queen Eliza- 
beth. — Her Majefty having heard that Captain 
Hawkins had made a piratical kidnapping voyage 
to Africa, fent for him, and expreffed her deep 
concern, left any of the African Negroes fhould 
be carried of without their free content, which 
(he declared would be deteftable, and could not 
fail to call dawn the vengeance of Heaven. 

Though we traded to Guinea fo early as the 
middle of the 16th century (for the flrft voyage 
to it was in the year 1553) y et K was wr| olly 
upon a mercantile principle, for the commoditie's 
and produce of the country. The Slave Trade 

has 
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has pot been recognized by the Legiflature, as 
yet, a century. It got eftabHIhed in Europe after 
this manner : 

Charles the Fifth granted a patent to one of his 
FlemiJh favourites, for an exclufive right of im- 
porting, into America, 4000 Negroes. The 
Flemifh gentleman fold his patent to fome Genoefe 
merchants, andthofe Genoefe merchants were the 
firft who brought the Slave Trade into its prefent 
regular form — how it has fince been conducted ; 
the principles which have invariably governed in 
it ; the accumulated miferies it has entailed upon 
the unhappy people, who have been, and ftill 
are, the unfortunate objects of it ;~the incredi- 
ble havock. it has made of the human fpecies, 
and the fruitful nurfery it has proved of every 
vice, fraud, wjckednefs, cruelty, and crime, 
the following pages will but too clearly demon- 
ftrate, 

Thofe who have followed this traffic, fince it 
has been unhappily adopted as a branch of the 
national commerce, have attempted to juftify 
themfelves in the purfuit of it, by various decla* 
* rations and aueruons ; and as all of them, fortu- 
nately, are of a nature to be brought to direct 
proof, and can be examined and tried by the moft 
indubitable teftimonies, we will proceed to do it. 

The firft aflertion which they have the confi- 
dence to make, refpe&ing the origin of this Trade, 
viz. tljat it has exifted on the coaft of Guinea for 
tirrn 



;, S ,:z K i:vC00gIe 



c h y 

tmte immemorial, has been already irioft fully* 
confuted in the preceding pages. 

We will, therefore, now examine that, bold 
declaration of their V— that their Trail is founded id 
humanity — urging, that, originally, the greateft 
part, and even now a confiderable proportion of 
the Slaves they take off, would have been facri- 
ficed either to fuperftitious ceremonies, or to the 
implacable revenge of their conquerors, bftt fit 
iht'tr kind, benevolent interfofition of varrymg them 
into Weft Indian Jlavery ; and that the Slave ¥radt t 
on the part of the Europeans, took its riji— -originated, 
in this humane principle. 

That there may have been, In the early timet 
of thefe people, and before Europe had any con* 
nection with -them,- as well as at the prefent day, 
frequent wars among thole nations, or tribes, bor- 
dering upon one. another,- thofe who' are at all 
acquainted with' the hiftory of mankind, in any' 
flate or ftage of 'fociety, will not, I fhoutd ima- 
gine, be much inclined to difbdicve, much left 
to controvert : and that human facrifiees have 
prevailed, and do ftill prevail, among fome of 
the mod barbarous nations of Africa, is; I fear, * 
as, unqueftionably, as lamentably true : and that 
they have done fo, in the hiftory of a people^ 
that no man, of this ceuntjy, would, at this day, 
acknowledge to be inferior, however, in any of 
thofe civilized arts, principles, gpd virtues, which 
make the ornament, the glory, and the happi- 

nefi 
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fiefs of humankind, is equally, undeniable : but 
that they have not done fa, at any time, ia 
Africa, to have much an operation any way, with 
t efpect to the Slave Trade, ia apparent, from the 
accounts "of the Slave dealers themfelves.— Snel- 
grave, defcribing the irruption of the inland king 
of Dahomey, about threefcore years ago— whkh 
was much after the manner of all violent conque- 
rors, Slaughtering the people, and devaluating 
the country*— mentions two particular inftances of 
human facrifices ; one upon hearfay f| >the other he 
was a witnefs of* — the number about 400 men, 
as he underftood. Tet this very writer furnifhea 
us, in the relation of this circumftance, with a 
dired proof, that this was not an exteitffoe, pre' 
vailing cuflom, with any of thofe nations of 
Africa, with whom the Europeans traded ; for 
fee fay*,. "That the Duke,-f- brother to the 
** Lord of Jaqueen, came, to us in a great fright i 
" that, after he came down, he could not fpcak 
** for fpme time; and though he was, at other 
" times* of a comely black colour, yet now his 
*' countenance was changed to tawny ;{ for as he 
" was coming to our tent, he faw a number of 
** poor people going to be facrificed;— fot. the 
M people of the fea-coafi abhor fitch thing!,'* 

Now the people of the fea-coaft, whom Snelgrave 
affures us " abhor thofe practices," are the very 
people with whom the Europeans deal for Slaves, 

* 17*7. f Page 40, X Page 41. 
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and the violent (hock, upon the feelings of the 
Lord of Jaqueen's brother, upon fitch a practice, 
was a demonftrative proof that it did not obtain, 
(however it might be to be lamented, in fame 
few infiances) in any poffible degree, to ad- 
mit the plea of humanity endeavoured to be 
founded upon it by the Slave dealers, with regard 
to the principle of that Trade. " Bofman, in his 
Account of Guinea, (which Snelgrave in his Pre- 
face declares is the rrioft perfect hiftory we have 
of that country, he having obferved every thing he 
advanced to be^true*) fpeaking of lacrifices, fays, 
" Several Slaves of a deceafed king,-}- or great 
" man, are killed and fa'crificed on his account, 
" to ferve him in the other world ; efpecially the 
" Bbffums, or thofe which he, in his life-time, 
" had dedicated to his falfe gods ; being one 
" of his wives, and one of his principal fer- 
" vants ; — but what is moft abominable, is, that 
■* feveral poor, wretched men, who, through 
** age or inability , are become incapable of labour, 
** are fold, oh purpofe to be made victims in 
" thefe accurfed offerings." 

From the manner in which this matter is de- 
, fcribed by this great African authority, it is moft 
clear, that had the Slave Trade operated even to 
the faving of the lives of thefe people, which it 
is evident it did not, had it produced .: really that 
humane alteration, that happy change its bold 

* 1669. f Pigcaas. 
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advocates have ventured to afiert — y<t, in pofeit^ 
of numbers, what proportion could it have borae 
to the multitudes carried off to the Weil-Indies ?* 
The greateft number that Bofman ever faw Sacri- 
ficed was eleven; and Bofman and Sadgrave 
both fpeak of aged men fo lacrificed : the lat- 
ter, in particular, relates " his having afked a 
** Colonel of the King of Dahorney*a— why fo 
" many old mm were facrificed ? Who anfwer- 
" ed, it was beft to put them to death ;+ for being 
"• grown wife by their age, and long experience, 
" if they were preferved, they would be ever 
" plotting againft their raafters, and fo difturb 
** their country, for they never would be eafy under 
(t Jlavery. Moreover* no Europeans would boy 
" t them, on account of their age." The whole 
change, or: alteration, therefore, that the Euro- 
pean Slave. Trade can poffibly have made in this 
matter— the utmoft that it amounts to. is, (even, ire 
the trifling extent it can be fuppofed to have had 
any thing to do with it at all)- that the old are facri- 
ficed in/lead of the young ; for the humanity of oui 
Slave dealers is jftri&ly" fquared by that excuie* 
\vhich Snelgrave fays, § they have equally to plead 
with fom.e other branches of trade, namely, the 
advantage of it. So that, what between policy 
on the one band, (for Snelgrave gives us to un- 
derftandi that the King of Dahomey deflx-oyed 
his enemies,)] ' whom he made captives out of po- 

* Page 323. f Page 47. . § Page 160. 
II Page 75. 
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licy) and advantage on the other, we find little 
or no alteration produced in this matter, fince 
their firft communication with the Christian na- 
tions of Europe. But had it -really done fo, would 
it have rendered the trade lawful on our part ? 
Would it have juftified us one particle, in the man- 
ner of carrying it on ? Befides, they commonly 
prefer death to fiavery, under which, the King of 
Dahomey's Colonel told Snelgrave, they never 
would he eafy. We have, it is true, an evidence, ■ 
in all the Committee Reports, and a writer too, 
upon the fubjeft of this trade, who endeavoured 
to urge, (as a plea for it) its humane operation 
in this refpeft. In his account of the African 
Slave Trade, he fays, " In confequence of this 
** trade, * many innocent lives are fpared, that 
** would otherwife be facrificed to the fuperfti- 
" tious rkes and ceremonies of the country; 
*' many prifoners of war, exempted from tor- 
" ture and death ; and the punittiment of many 
" crimes commuted from death in Africa, to life 
" in America :" Pretty writing — " And finally, 
'* that It is the lot of moft of thofe that are 
" brought to the colonies, who generally fpeak- 
" ing were Slaves in their own country,. only to 
'* exchange a black matter for a .white one," 

It will be readily perceived by thofe who have 
given any attention to this fubjecT:, that I have 
been quoting from the Mr. Norris's pamphlet, a 

* Norris, p. ag. 
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perfoti who made five voyages to Africa, as a dealer 
in Slaves ; and was appointed a Delegate from 
the town of Liverpool. As he was an evidence 
before the Privy Council, and the Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, it is not poffible to avoid 
taking notice of his testimony. Defcribing the 
favage barbarity and wanton fport of the King of 
Dahomey, with the lives of his fubjecls, he fays, 
" He has feen their lieads piled up like fhot * in 
" an arfenal. That the great carnage is once a 
** year, when the Poll-tax is paid by his fubje&s.'* 
Had Mr. N- been remarked for a man of a lively 
difpofition, one could not but have imagined that 
he had meant this, more in way of jocular pun, 
than to have related a plain matter of fad; ; as 
Mr. Devaynes, whom he calls upon to fupporthi* 
teftimony, invalidates this part of it altogether, 
by declaring, " The Poll-tax -\- does not txifi /* 
and he does away, very confiderably indeed, 
every thing that Mr. Norris has advanced. Mr. 
N. tells the Privy Council* " He cannot exaSfy 
" fay, bow many are executed in this manner in, 
" the courfe of a year, but/peaks within compa/s" 
{very properly guarded — a man in fuch a fitua-! 
tion fhould be fearful of mifleading, by exceed- 
ing the truth.) Mr. N. therefore, " /peaks within 
" compa/s, when he reckons them at a thoufand,*" 
Mr. Devaynes firft fees Mr. N. right in wbjtt 
he fays about executions, on the arrival of white 
traders — for it would feemas if Mr. N. had con- 

* P. C. R. p. 7. i P. C. R. p. 8. 
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fidered his own arrival at Dahomey, as a great 
cccafion, and on which, in compliment to bint,' as 
a white trader, there was a carnage, or facrifice of 
a number of Africans ; his words are, " It is the 
*' cuftom of the country, on great oaafions, fucfa 
4t as the reception ofmeffengers from neighbour- 
" ing ftates, or of white merchants ; and in gene- 
" ral, on days of ceremonial ; buc the great car- 
" nage is once a year." It is impoflible not to 
feel highly indebted to Mr. Devaynes for fetring 
-Mr. N. right in this moft extraordinary and grie- 
vous miftake. It has relieved the public mind 
from a very confiderable painful apprehenfion in- 
deed; for if, asMr.-N.'ftates, there had really 
been a carnage upon the arrival of all the white 
merchants that trade in Africa; if, upon fuch a 
great occafion, this complimentary facrifice had cer- 
tainly been paid the white traders, we muft, in the 
firft inftance, have charged the murder of all thefe 
men, (exclufive of that deftru&ion of them which 
the Slave Trade creates) to European communi- 
cation with them. But Mr. Devaynes, and 
abundantly thankful mult we be to him for it, 
happily corrects this extraordinary ftatement, fay- 
ing, " With refpec^ to what is ftated by Mr. N. 
*' that there executions take place on the arrival 
'* of any white trader. * White people are treac- 
f ed with great refpect ; but he is of opinion, 
*f that Mr. N. muft have been at Dahorney at 
" the time of the ceremony of watering the 

* P. C. R. p. 9. 
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w graves." Mr. Devaynes having, therefore, 
placed this matter, fortunately, in its true point 
of view, proceeds to fey, " Onvifitingthe King, 
M he has feen two or three heads lying in the 
" palace*— (Not a word about the (hot in aft, 
u arfenal)— but he does not think the number c>f 
** perfons put to death * in his time, (and he was 
« Governor eleven years) near fo many as is men- 
•* tion by Mr. Norris. About Jixty men and 
''-women, befides all kinds of animals. -f- Mr. 
** Devaynes attended ten of thefe ceremonies him- 
<* felf." 

But allowing the whole number which Mr. N. 
taxtioujly flates of i ooo, within corripafs, inftead of 
jatty, at which Mr. D. niggardly puts.it ;— allow k 
the full thoufand— What a mockery is it ! What 
a grofs delufion ! What an infult to mankind ! to 
tirge this as a compulfive motive, upon our belt 
feelings, for the continuance of an infernal trade, 
carried on in open violation of every principle of 
juftice, nature, and humanity : ' a trade which, . 
with all its confequences, confumes above 200,000 
men annually ! Mr. N. farther fays, ".On thefe 
occafions, the flave holes, (by which he means he 
tells us, a ftrong room in every flave dealer's 
houfe) are ranfacked ; and the /weepings of them, 
(that is, the flaves rejected J by the white men) 
furnifh a part of thefe public, executions, which 
confift befidesj of prifoners taken in war, and de- 

* Page 9. f Page 8. % Page 7. 
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Knqueots." Thus Mr. N. no&firms fatty what »«* 
been here advanced*; that the Slave Trade <&*» 
w/ nukeanpt^art^fr alteration in the cuftom of hu- 
man Sacrifices, than in the ■■ objects of it ; tkef 
offering, .up, what he calls the fwteping$ ; of 
the Slave Trade; which, he tells us, mean* thole* 
who are rejected by the white men ; which ifi a 
confirmation of whit both Bofinan and Snelgrave' 
have reported on this point. Being a&eri, whe- 
ther the inhabitants of Dahomey are taken for 
thefe public executions, without having had feme 
delinquency previously imputed to them ? he re- 
plied, " shofe who have not been accufed of any 
crime, are liable to be included in the public ex- 
ecutions, when delinquents, or captives taken in 
war, Jo not Jupply a. fufficient number:?. We 
hove it thetfefoce Hated to us, upon the fail pofc- 
tive evidence, upon the teftimony of that moDk 
warm, fangutne, and intelligent: advocate .for thsr. 
Slave Trade, Mr. N. the Delegate of Liveppopjfr 
that the Slave Trade, fo. far from fejfem/tg.tbe. 
extent, or practice, of human, facrijkes, does, tot 
one inftance, only change the objects of it ; and in 
the event o£ another, aBually augmtnls the d*ftr.u£-> 
tkn of the innocent natives ; for fuppofe the white 
traders had cleared all the Have holes, and.tihe< 
great carnage, as Mr. N. calls it > comes round, 
will the ceremony of watering the graves- be omit- 
ted, though there are no rejected Slaves, no de- 
linquents, no captives of. war to facrificc, the white 1 
traders having juit purchafed them all ? No, it Witt 
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' Hot be omitted, Mr. N. tells us ; for being afced by 
the Privy Council, Whether, if there were no 
people of the defcription before mentioned, the.' 
innocent-inhabitants * of Dahomey would be put 
to death 'on thofe occasions ? his ' anfwer was, i 
" There is no doubt they would." 

Thus, it comes out, from the evidence even of. 
Mr. N. that the Slave Trade, fo far from opera- 
ting in the humane manner its daring advocates 
have fo wickedly, and fallacioufly declared it to . 
do, in order by fuch grofs imposition to hill man' 
kind- into an acquiefcence .for its continuance ; it 
Is, on the contrary, big with an additional, and if 
poffible, a more horrid, cruel, wicked confe- 
quence, than any that has yet been charged upon 
it, by even thofe moft clamorous for its aboli- 
tion ,*. for it actually expofes, fubjeets to a poffibility 
of public facrifice, the innocent inhabitants of the 
country, the Slave Trade having taken off thofe 
prifoners and criminals that were wont to be fct 
apart for that fuperftitious ceremony. . Mr. N. 
fays, " circumftances happen to diminifti the . 
" number of their facrifices. If the King is in 
" want of European goods ; if he is overftocked 
" with powder, arms, and European goods, -f- . 
** he puts to death a greater number, as it is 
** confidered as part of his power and magnifi- 
** cence to make a great daughter." In anfwer 
to this, Mr. Devayoes fays, " He does not think 
" it poffible to afcertain the motives the King ■ 

* Page 8. f Page 8. 
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" may have -for putting his fubje&s to death. 
" He believes, that when the King wants Eu- 
** ropean goods, he fometimes feizss part of a -vil- 
"lage,* and fells them for Slaves, under fame 
'* frivolous pretence or .other." Mr. N. there- ' 
fore, feetns to have been ftrangely out again ; for 
inftead of diminifhing the facrifices as he ftates the 
Slave Trade to do, the Slave Trade actually 
puts the King, Mr. D. tells us, upon other modes 
of violence and injustice towards his fubjefts ; it 
tempts him to lay wafte his country ; it drives him 
on to feize'his fubjefts, and make flaves of them, 
by vilely and wickedly trucking them for Euro- 
pean commodities. 

Thus that bold attempt at impofition upon the 
public mind, that fallacious afiertion, " That the 
" Slave Trade, in refpeft to facrifices, has had 
" the humane effect to fave, and keep in being, 
" or to ufe the pretty words of Mr. N. to pre- 
" ferve from death in Africa to life in America, 
" many ufeful lives that would otherwife have 
" been inhumanly deftroyed," ftands more than 
generally refuted and expofed, it is completely 
detected and difproved in every one inftance 
and particular, from the evidence of the Slave 
dealers themfelves ; yea, even from the evidence 
of its beft, and moft hardy advocates ! 

We will^now proceed to examine thofe fources 
from whence it has been with equal confidence 
advanced, that this abominable traffic is fupplied. 

* Page 9. 
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Thefe arc ftated to be, 

From War, 
From Crimes, 
From Infolvency. 

Bofman fays, " Mod of the Slaves that art of. 
" fered to us, are prifoners of war, which are fold. 
« by their'viftors as their booty;"*, and Snel- 
grave afferts rhat in his time, " The principal 
" and main fource was the captives taken in 
" war."-j* 

Mr. N. ftates, that crimes are now the principal 
fource of fupply ; for in a pamphjet which he. 
. publilhedj affixing his own name, \ he exprefsly. 
fays, " Unlefs it be in fuch defporic governments, 
" asDahorney, few but criminals are fold 'to the 
" Europeans, except prifoners taken in war, who. 
" would inevitably be put to death." 

But we are furnifhed by Mr. N. himfelf with a. 
very remarkable proof that prifoners of war do 
not' always fupply the white traders, however. 
plentiful the prifoners may be ; and this inftance 
will alfo equally ferve to throw a light upon the hu- 
mane principle of the Slave Trade, which is fo 
roundly afierted to operate likewife in this very , 
particular of purchafing prifoners of war, who 
would otherwife, Mr. N. fays, inevitably be put to 
death ; for Mr. N. being afked by the Privy Coun- , 
cil, whether the prifoners of war are always made 

* Page 340. f Page 159. 
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Slaves, or are fometimes put to death ? replied, 
"In confequence of a war that was going on 
t( when he was there, 1.500 prifoners were made, 
'" many of whom were offered to him ;"* — which, 
riotwithftanding the great and fundamental printiple 
of humanity, urged even by the intelligent Mr. NV 
in favour of the Slave Trade in this very refpect, 
" He himfelf declines purchafing." — He refufes 
to redeem-xhefe unhappy human facrifices, inevi- 
table ones, as he terms them to be, becaufe he 
fays, " they appeared unhealthy." — " The King 
** thereupon told him, fince that was the cafe, he 
'** would put them to death."-) — Whether his Ma- 
jefty knew any thing of Mr. N's. publication, and 
thought by this threat to refrefli in him a little of 
the humane principle of the Slave Trade, I know 
hot ; but if he did mean to ftrike upon any fuch 
ftring, he certainly miffed of his end ; for there 
feems to have been no vibration whatever: Mr. 
N.-feems only to have been fo for affected or 
moved, as coolly to advife his Majefty againft it, 
recommending him to make them aMfalt boilers ; 
but the King did not feetrj to relijh his advice. 
Mr. N. could hot fay what became of thefe pri- 
foflers, but he fays fomething infinitely more 
aftonithing frorn hini, " That he has no doubt but 
*' many found purchafers; but imagines (now only 
" imagines) the reft were put to death." J " Mr, 
* ( N. believes it (he upon this occafion only ima- 

• Page 8. f ^4-. t Ibid, 
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" gines and believes) to be the general practice 
" in Dahomey to put the prifoners of war to death 
" unlefs they are fold." By the ftrefs he puts 
upon Dahorney too, we may fairly infer, that his 
opinion at this time was, that it was not the ge- 
neral praftice in any other country ; and, indeed, 
he himfelf tells us fo, in his evidence before the 
Houfe of Commons* Committee.* — ;" Dahor- 
" ney," fays he, " is not a ftandard whereby to 
"judge of the adjoining nations on the fea coqft, 
" and he knew but little of the interior country ."-f- 
Mr. Devaynes, who certainly does not feeni to 
have at all the fame view of things as Mr. N. 
though Mr. N. before the Privy Council referred 
himfelf to him, adding,^ " he (hould be firry 
" that facts fo extraordinary (ftruck evidently with 
" the marvelloufnefs of his own accounts) "mould 
" rejl on his affertion only" fays,§ " with regard 
" to prifoners of war being always put to death, 
" unlefs fold for Slaves, the old, the lame, and 
" the wounded, are often put to death on the 
" fpot, to fave the trouble of bringing them 
*' away ; the young and the healthy, if not im- 
" mediately fold, are kept for another market, 
(which does not quite come .under the defcrip- 
tion of inevitable death) " and are fometimes ufed 
" as houfe-Jlaves."- — We have in this mod ftriking 
inftance of Mr. N. a direct proof that the pretend* 

* May 3, 1790. f ?age 61. ■ J Pago 7. 
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ei humane plea, of the Slave Trade preventing the 
maflacre of prifoners taken in war, is alfo ano- 
ther moft audacious and infamous impofition j and 
likewife, from the evidence of Mr. Dcvaynes, it 
appears to be, in a degree, an unwarrantable dan- 
der upon the Africans themfelves, viz. the poft- 
tive affertion of inevitable death if not fold $ for 
Mr. D. fays expreffly, *« they are fometimes 
" ufed as houfe-flaves." 1 ftiall now endea- 
vour to fliew, that exchanging or redeeming prifon- 
ers of war has been mentioned by fome of the 
earlieft European writers, as a cuftom originally 
prevailing amongft themj and alfo, that when 
they have not been redeemed or ranfomed, they have 
incorporated them. Bofman fays,* *' Common 
** prifoners, who cannot raife their ranfom, are kept 
*,* or fold for Slaves at pleafure. If they take 
" any considerable perfon, he is very well guarded, 
" and a very high ranfom put upon him ; but' if 
** the peribn who occafioned the beginning of the 
" war be taken, they will not eafily admit him to 
" ranfom, though his' weight in gold were offered, 
" fa fi ar he Jhould, for the future, form fome new 
*' defign againft their repofe;" — <:orrefponding to 
the very idea of the King of Dahomey's Colonel, 
in his converfation with Snelgrave.— -" The moft 
" potent negro cannot pretend to be infured from 
** flavery ; if taken, he is obliged to remain in that. 
" Jlate till his redemption is fully paid, which withal, 
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"is frecjueritly fet fo high, that he, his friends, 
** and all his intereft, are not fufficierit to raife it, 
■« &a which account he is retained in perpetual Jla- 
** wry, and put to the mojt contemptible offices."— 
. {But not as -Mr. N. fays, inevitably _put to death.) 
Barbot fey*,* ** When the Kommanians are at 
** war with their neighbours, there is fotnetlmes a 
** brift trade for flaves at little Komendo ; the ne- 
" groes felling them quickly off to fave the charge 
" of fubfifiingthem"^ Rather different from killing 
them. Tn another place he fays, " Their bra- 
" very is chiefly owing to their dread of Jlavery, 
" (not of death) the fate of all prifoners of war, 
•* the very beft not excepted."} — Again, the 
lame author, " The (laughter ceafes by the entire 
" defeat, of one party, and then they endeavour 
** to make as many prifoners as they can, as well 
** for their perfons as ornaments, which is the chief 
41 end of all their wars."§ — Loyer,j| a Jacobine, 
fays, " Prifoners of war, who attempt to efcape, 
** are punifhed with death," — which fully implies 
they are not put to death upon being taken, or 
upon their not being fold. Bbfrnan,** fpeafeing of 
the inland nation upon the back of the Gold 
Coaft, called Acanny, who were famed for great 
traders, and whofe gold was always fo pure and 
fine, that it was called by the negroes, Acanny 
Sica, or Acanny gold, tells us, "That thefe 

* i68». f Page'SS* J p *8 e 39- 

§ Pagca97< || Godfrey Lcyer, 1701. **Page68, 

" people 

U, S ,:z K i:vCoOgIC' 



" people were fo beaten by. another, inland na». 
'* don, die Dinkiras, that all their governing, 
"men, and no frnall number, of the inferior peo-- 
" pie, were killed and -taken prifoners, , to redeem* 
« which, they were obliged to ftrip themfelves of* 
«* all they were ppffefTed, of in the. world, by.. 
" which means they were reduced to the. utmoJl 
*' povenyand inability to defend, themfelves."— 
Can there be a more direct, complete refutation 
of Mr. N *s. inevitable death ? And from the firft, , 
African authority ! 

In the Privy Council Report, we have farther 
proofs of this cuftom ftill fubfifting. Captain 
Dalrymple, who was at the reduction of Goree, 
remained there afterwards, and made' excurfions 
to the adjacent countries inland, for feveraL 
leagues, as well as along the fhore on, both, fides, 
Cape Verde, fays exprefily,* 4t The prifoners , 
" made in war, who are not fold, are redeemed, 
" by cattle, and fometimes exchanged ; a freeman , 
" is redeemed by two Slaves. It is by no means true . 
" (he aflerts) that the prifoners taken in war are 
41 put. to death if not fold to Europeans.'* 

Mr. Miles, who refidedin Africa near 18 years, . 
commanded in fuccelfion at all the forts, and for., 
the laft feven years had the chief command of the 
whole, fays, " He does not know that any o£. 
*' the Slaves purchafed on this part of the coaft-f- 
" (he is fpeaking of the Gold Coafr) become fo 

* Page iS. + Page 33. 
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*■ by being made prifoners of war. If there are 
" any Jkirmijhes between the villages, they are ge- 
** nerally foon made up by the inteference' of a ■ 
** third, and the prifoners in fuch cafe are always 
** returned." He alfo fpeaks of their being incor- 
porated. Mr. Dalzell, who was likewife a gover- 
nor on the Gold Coaft, as well as at Whydah, be 
ing aiked what, in his opinion, would become of 
thofe Slaves if they were not difpofed of to Eu- 
ropeans?* replied — " They would fometimes in- 
** corporate among themfelves the Slaves made in 
'* war ; they fometimes do fo now, but thofe of a 
«' higher rank would, he believes, from motives of 
" policy, generally be put to death." 

After thefe full and concurrent teftimonies from 
authorities, both of former and prefent times, there 
cannot, T think, remain a Ihadow of doubt upon 
the mind of any man, but that the cuftom of ran- 
faming, redeeming, ami-even where this did not 
take place, of incorporating prifoners of war, ob- 
tained, in the earlieft times, among the Africans ; 
and the grofs falfehood of that aflertion — that 
prifoners of war are inevitably put to death, if 
pot fold — ftands completely detected and ex- 
pofed ; and the change which the Slave Trade has 
effected, in this particular, has clearly been the 
direct oppofite to that humane one the Slave ad- 
vocates affirm — for it has not only prevented thefe 
defireable practices from being farther extended, 

* Page 3 5, 
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"bat as far is it Operates, it wholly puts an end t'« 
*hofe civilized and humane cuftomsj which ft is 
"proved to us always .prevailed among them j for, 
by the temptations of the European Slave-dea- 
lers, they have been induced to fell their prifoners 
, of war to be carried into Weft Indian flavery, in- 
ilead of ranfoming, exchanging, or incorporating 
them, as they were formerly wont to do. That 
prifoners of war, in the commencement of this 
horrid Trade ( was the main fource of fupply to 
It, may readily be believed. The number at firtt 
required, not being fo large, would be more in. 
proportion', perhaps about equal what might be 
obtained of this, defcriptjon, throughout the feve- 
ral parts of that long range of Goaft ; and at the 
commencement the Trade was princ ipally fupplied. 
from the Coaft. Bat as the common courfe qf 
war among the tribes or nations there, v^ould 
foon fall (hort of any adequate fupply to fo rapid, 
increafing a demand, it would but too obvioufly 
prompt the idea of extending thefe wars, hoping, 
fay rendering them, roor? general and frequent, to 
make the fupply meet the growing demand : and, 
in truVcafe, it is likewife but too obvious to fupr 
pofe, for the benefit of tradt, that the European 
factories would be aiding to this. We. will fee 
Jiowthis was: and the firft authority to produce 
is, Monfieur Brue, Director General of the French 
Senegal Company in the Iaft century, who refided 
in Africa at different times, eleven years : he 
¥■ "' % s * 
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fays,* " The European! ire far from dtjrtug to agf 
f as ptace-utaitrs amongfl them. It would' be to* ' 
■** contrary to their interest $ for the only tbjeS of 
** their wars is, to carry off Slaves, and as. thefi 
** make the principal part of their traffic, they 
*( would be afpethtnfive of drying up the fmrte of 
** k, were they to encourage thefi people to live well 
u together,"— —What an idea does this direct 
■confeffion, not from a eafual Captain of a Slav* 
Vcffel, who has once made a voyage to that-un- 
happy coaft ! not a random, enthufiaftic affertion 
by an honeft and warm advocate for -the abolition 
of it ! But a grave declaration from a Director Ge- 
neral of this commerce, as he is delineating in his. ■ 
clofet, with a view of holding forth to die worldj, 
, the fyftem upon which the Slave-dealers promote 
and carry it on. What an idea, I fay, does <&m 
prefentto our minds of this fetof men and their 
accurfed traffic ! 1 \ 

'Inanother place, fpeaking of the country about 
Rio Grande, -j- he fays, ft according ta the wars 
* f which thefe people have with each other, and 
" (heir faccefs, the Slave Trade 'here is better or 
" worfe. Again, " The neighbourhood of the 
** Damd and Tin beep them perpetually at war, 
** the benefit of which accrues to the Company, who 
" buy all the prifoners made on either fide, and the 
1< more there are to fell, the greater is their profit ; 
"for the anfy end of their armaments is to mate e*p- 

» Vol. v, p. 133.. ^ + Page 1.5. 
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?' thes,. ft feH them to the white traders.'*—*" Th* 
f Bndc," fays Le Matre,* " fometimcS. make ia- 

f* curfions on the weakeft of his neighbours, 
*' making Slaves of them, which be fills for bran*. 
M dy"j* — " When the inland Country is at peace 
."•towards the Slave Coaft, here are no Slaves to 
" be had," fays Bftrbof, •* as it happened to my- 
« felf who lay off fome days, and could not get 
" one." — ^Bofman fays, " That one of the for* 
,( rrier Governors for the Dutch, hired an army of 
" jufferiaiis arid Cabeftrians, for about £5000, 
" fterling, to attack the Kommahiahs, but the 
*' Fantynefe and Laboefejoined the Kornmaniaaa* 
u tbejfeht was more bloody than the Wars of thena- 
** fives ufuaUy are, for the greateft part of the 
" men we muled are killed."|| 
. Monfieur Brue, fpeaking of the war ■ between 
the Darnel and Burba Ghiolof, King of th« Ja- 
luffs, fays, % " Their campaigns are ufually incur- 
" fions to plunder and pillage, and they have eve- 
" ry thing they nt'i/h to aim at from their wars, when 
" they are able to make captives from one another, 
'* betaufe that it is the heft merchandize they' have 
", to trade with the Europeans. Avarice, and the dt- 
" fire of making Slaves, in Order to have whefewith 
" to buy European commodities, are often the verita- 
** bit motives for going to war."§— Jimes Bafbot 
and Grazilhier anchored before Great Frederick- 

* 168a. <fFag£pv BPagBit. t Vol. 'w. p. 21;. 
§ Maiohaii, Vol. i. p. 304* Ooli Coaft - 
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fcufgh, at Cape Tres Puntas, March to'th, 1-6$ $ 
The Pruffian General acquainted them, « Yhdt 
.•* Thefe were wars among the natives fomented by thi 
s * I)utcb, in order to engrofs the trade to them- 
*i jfcfcvj."*^~Smith, fpeaking of the Tooth Coaft, 
(ays, " The natives have but few patla-bers or dif- 
" putes among them, is the reafon why the Slave 
■* Trade is not fo good here as on the Gold and 
" Slave Coafts."+ 

Where the European fettlernents are princi- 
pally fixed, there thefe ancient authorities we find, 
avow and declare wars to hate been expreffly fo- 
mented by the Europeans ; entered into arid 
made rtaore frequent and extenfive among the 
Africans, for the file purfofe of fupplying this 
accurfed traffic. The only abject, end, and 
wifli, they have in going to war is, the feizing 
one another as the belt merchandize to the white ■ 
traders j and thefe wars are described to be of fo 
deftru&ive a kind, aS not only to lay wafte and 
deftroy, but to depopulate the country, as is af- 
firmed to us by the following authorities : 

Barbot tells us, " That the country of D'El* 
*' mina, whieh was formerly very powerful and po» . 
" pulous, was, in his time, fo drained of its inha- 
" bitants, by the inteftine wars fomented by tkt - 
11 Dutch, that there did not remain people fufficK 
" em to cultivate the land."— Bofinan alfp lays, J 

* Voyage to New Calabar and Drtrii Rivcii. 
4 Page 112. J Page i j. 
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* ( The laft fatal wat betwixt the Ahteans and* 
** Adomians hath reduced the country of Ante* 
** (which he defcribes as having' been rnoft beau- 
" tiful, rich, and fertile) to a miferable condi- 
M tion, aadjiript it ofmofl of its inhabitants ; be- 
"' fides which^ the miferabte few left behind are fo 
*.* difpirited, that they -Jbelttr themfelves under 
** our fort near. Bontry, leaving the greateft par* 
M of the land wild and uncultivated." *Tis, in- 
deed, fays he, " deplorable to fee it at prefent, and 
** reflect on its former jlourijhing condition in the 
"years 1690 and 1691." Speaking oftheFeta 
Country* Bofman lays, " This country was fof- 
** merly fo- powerful and populous, that it ftrucfe 
" terror into all its neighbouring nations, but it it 
" at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it k 
"■ entirely ruined. The greateft caufe of which 
" is, that in the-Kommanian wars, Fetu was di- 
** vided, part of it adhered to the Kommanians^ 
*' and part of it to our fide,* and fome of each 
"' being killed, they fuffered a double lofs, and 
*' were very much diminifhed in the laft battle j 
" nor ■, indeed, are there enough to give this 
*! fine -country its proper tillage; though it is fo 
" fruitful and pleafant, that it may be compared 
" to Ante. Frequendy, when walking through v 
V it before the laft war, (fomented by the Dutch) 
" 1 have feen it abound with fine, well-built, and 
" populous towns, agreeably enriched with vaft 
*' quantities of corn and cattle, palm wine, and 

, ■ * Page 41. 
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' " oil. The inhabitants all apply themfelveS, wit!i»* 
f c outany diftiivflioH,toagrk:Liltut'e; fome fdwcornj 
** Others prefs oil, and draw wine from the palm- 
f « trees, with bdth which It it plentifully ftdred.'* 
Happy ! happy people ! and whit malignant ftar 
could it hare been, that firft brought the favagi 
Europeans amongft you ! Defcribed thus as living 
in fitch Simplicity, innocence, and content— rea- 
lizing thofe pure and happy fcdnes the poets paint 
■■us of the golden age t, but the flave trade proud- 
ly triumphs over all of thefe ; it has driven them 
again from earth, and fpreads around deftiu&ion 
©*er the land, planting every where Wickednefs 
And Vice, Wretchednefs and Defpair. 
• We have in the Privy Council Report, 
■fee. the teftimOnies df living witnefles to the 
point, of wars being fomented by the Europe- 
ans, for tbi benefit of the Slave Trade* 

Dr. Spaarman fays,* one of the modes of ma- 
king Slaves it by nbars, which are frequently 
entered into for that ptirpofe. When he was at 
Senegal, the Moors were very much encouraged 
by the French traders to make war on the Ne- 
groes, as Slaves wire "wanted for the market. They 
did fo, and Dr. Spaarman faw feveral brought 
in, more or lefs wounded ; amongft whom were 
■many ivomen and children*— Mr. Poplet belieVes,-f- 
" a fourth part of the Slaves to be prifoners made 
* l in the wars, which are fiirred up by the Enrope- 

* P. C. R. page 17. JP.C.R. page 18. 
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** ass by mesas of liquor ; on wbich occafion, thf „» 
** European traders go on ihore, and purchafe tho 
*' prifoners on both fides." r— Major-General 
Rooke (ays,* " the King of Damal Cent to tb? 
*' Chief of the villages in his dominions to fend 
w him a given number of Slaves j but if they 
f were not to be procured on this requeft, the 
" King went to war till be got the number he want-, 
** ptL-j- He 'heard" that there had been two banks 
( f fought on the Continent, during his jlay. at 
** Goree, fir Slaves ; and was told it was pot gn 
" uncommon practice to make iear for that purpofe/* 
£>ir George Yonge believes " the wars b$ve pen 
*' tncreafed by the trade 'with Europe^. When 
** ShG.catneintoahaHcjfMr. Jk=uce*s,$ an (fith 
'* trader, near Armauiaboe, he Wft6 furrounded 
**by a great number of Negroes,, fubje&s of, 
" different Kings, who demanded whether he 
t* came as a friend to Mr. B- :0r an enepy-i Q$ 
■" his faying he came as a friend, they *£re, fa r 
.*« tisfied. Tbefi men were waking pm> on fomt 
** neighbouring Stales, for the pftrpoje. of prpcjtriag 
" Slaves, as there tvereagretf many Jhips then ]y* 
*' ing in the road. They brought three Prinffi t 
*' as hoftages and pledges, for the payment of 
« goo.ds lihat Mr. Bruce had advanced to then 
** for the purpafe of carrying .on the war."-r$fc. 
"Eld rr t d, a native of Rhode Ifland, believes, 
** one njode of the people on tjie coaft feeeojnjng 

*' flaves, 
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•*' flaves, is by wars made fcy one country tbat fif 
•* poor againft another, t« onfcr to obtain Slaves 
• to fell to the factories and fhipa." . Mr. Du- 
vaynes fappofes,* " that wars are fometimes en- 
** tered into in thofe countries, for the pitrpofe. of 
** making Slaves." Mr. Penny, an African 
merchant, eighteen years in the trade, and a dele- 
gate from Liverpool, being afked, whether ht 
did not conceive there would be fewer w^rs, if 
the profit of making Slaves was not an objeft to 
induce them to make war ? replied,-}- *', This may 
" be a concurrent caufe, but he never heard it avowed: 
**■ He rather confiders, (and no doubt would 
*' rather confider) the making Slaves, as the effe£f- t 
" though it may fometimes be a concurrent 
* ( caufe." — Mr. N. alfo gave his teftimony uport 
this fubjeft. Being- afked, Whether the ftates 
en the windward coaft made war on each other 
For the purpofe of making Slaves ? He replies 
quite different from that confident manner which 
marked his. former teftimony ; he fpeaks no way, 
neither affirms, nor denies, but leaves the matter 
fo, that either Gde may draw the oonclufion they 
Tike beft; for he fays, *' They make war on, 
** many occasions, and the confequence of war 
*? is making Slaves j but he believes in general, 
■"the number of Slaves arifes, as in other parts 
"of the coaft, from debts and crimes, and 
y-forae are brought.from diftant parts."J Tha* 

* Page 32, t f.Pageij. ; Page 49.- * 
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Mr. N. appears dexterouily to have evaded the 
queftion, yet we may fairly infer, that his opinion 
and knowledge go with the £u£t, " that they art 
** made for that purpofe ;" and though he might 
feel fome lhtle difficulty in exactly fplitring the 
difference, yet he would feign foften the circuit^ 
ftance, hinting the numbers to be but few. But 
in a fubfequent examination, being aflted, Whe* 
ther from converfation, or other means, he had 
reafon to fuppofe that many of the Slaves brought- 
to the Coaft were captives made in war? he 
replied, " he does not think this applies to the 
" Gold Coaft ; -but in other lefs civilised parts of 
" the country, he has no doubt outrages may be 
** committed, for the purpofe of making Slaves."- 
Mr. N. does not here give a direct anfwer to 
the queftion, but what he fays \s infinitely triors 
valuable, as it evidently lets Out certain truth* 
prefling on his own mind upon the fubjeft. And 
there is great reafort to rejoice in this other exami- 
nation of Mr. N. not only as it drove him to 
fpeak with fomewhat more decifion, but to declare 
exprefsly, that he has no doubt upon the matter, 
** That outrages may be committed Jbr the purpofe of 
*" making Slaves." Mr. N. therefore, fully ad- 
mits of the thing, though he does not feem wil- 
ling to call it by the name we do, will not allow 
it to be war, but outrage, that is, ' he is ready 
to term it open violence by arms and force ; tu- 
multuous mifchief ; but does.nos chufe to let it be 
called war. 

Q I be- 
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I obfcrve fomething of the lame kind of diffi- 
culty in another African trading Governor, who, 
in his. evidence at the bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, being questioned on this point, exprefsly 
fays, He will not admit it to be war, only Jkimijh- 
fighting, (I fuppofe) as the mock king in Hamlet 
poifons, merely in jeft ; " murders in jeft, no of- 1 
** fence in the world," And yet Villault teHs us, 
who was on the Gold Coaft 166,3, mat ' n one of 
thcfe jocular ikirmiflies of our A&ican Governor,* 
" above 60,000 men were deftroyed/'-^And 
Bofman fays, " in two of thefe IkirmiOjes between 
** Zag, King of AGaotc, and the Dintefrans,f the 
"outrage was fo great, that above 100,000 men 
" were killed upon the fpot."— Mr. Devaynes 
feys, " that while he was in the cbnntry, one of 
" thefe fkirmiffies, as Mr. Miles calls them, hap- 
•* pened between the Kings of Dahomey, and Eyo, 
* ( in which 60,000 people loft their lives." Pretty 
outrages ! tolerably decent fkirmilhes ! It being 
now fully proved, that the Slave Trade in its pro- 
grefs had not only done what its obvious tendency 
was certainly to do — that it rendered wars more 
extenfive and frequent in Africa, but that alfo 
thefe wars, on purpofe for this trade, would be, and 
actually were, fomented by the Europeans; we 
will now proceed to ftiew, that, as even this mode 
proved inadequate to the growing demand, new 
methods and expedients were fuggefted and 

•P. .57. tP.67. 
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adopted: and thefe modes and expedients were "of* 
two forts.^The firfl: was, to change the object and 
direction of wars and arras, and ihftead of fetting 
one King, or naoonto wage war with another, it 
was thought to be the furer policy to. make every 
King commit outrages upon his own fubjects ; to ex- : 
cite the rulers of a nation to Jktrmifo with their own 
people. To the proof of this — w Monfieur Brae, 1 
** Director General, having received 'at) afford 
** ment of goods by a fleet from France, .fent notice 
** to the Darnel,* as he had promiied, and fent him' 
« -word that if he had a fulficicnt number of flaves, 
" he was ready to treat with him. ' This Prince 
" and the other Negro Kings have nof always Slave* 
" to treat with; but they have atways a fare and 
" ready way ofjkpplytng their deficiency, that is, by 
** making inroads upon their own fubjetlr, carrying 
" them off, and Jelling .them, for which they never* 
** want pretenfions, in order tojuftify their pillage and 
' " rapine, when thoje they have feized, have relations 
" in a fituation to refent the injury. The Darnel 
w had recourfe to this method upon this occafion j 
* ( he had few Slaves for traffic, and he was already 
" too much in the Company's debt to expect that 
* l Monfieur Brae would credit him further. He; 
f therefore, made incurfions upon his own fubjects,.' 
" and feized above 300 of them j then fent word 
** to the Director General, he had got merchan- 
" dize to treat with him, and invited him to 

* Vol. 4th, p. 147, 148, 
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" Rafrico, where he received the General witr* 
"great marks of friendihip. r 

** The Darnel had conlmiffioned many things 
"from France, particularly a fajhionabl? bed* 
"valued at AC Slaves. The Darnel found her 
" could have no more goods than he had Slaves 
*f w purchafe with, and yet he wanted double the 
" quantity. The Director General would have 
« contented to 1c, upon condition, thai the Damd 
**> would permit bint to go and ftize fuch a number tif 
*■* bisfubjeRi, at wouldpay tbt amount of them. But 
** the Daniel, after having thought upon it lome 
** time, would not agree to it, laying, he might 
* feiz* pftHbiu, whom he would not wilh fbould be 
*f made Slaves, and it might oecafion tome trouble 
v and difturbance in his kingdom. So he was 
" forced to go without the goods be wanted fop ' 
< c this time; but the difappointtrtent put him into 
«* a terrible ill-humour." What an iniquitous, 
dreadful iccne have we here represented to usl 
What a melancholy inftance and proof of the utter 
fcavock it makes of all honeft, juft, and good prin- 
ciple I The thorough depravity into which it finks 
the heart and feelings of Bjan, when once the ktfa- 
rjable lull: of gain gets full ppffeflkm of him i It is 
fearce poffifele to decide, which to wonder at molt ; 
that a man of afuperior knowledge, as Monficur j 
Brue certainly was, and in his dealings with Eu- 
ropeans accounted a man of rerpeclable character 
and virtue,, fhould appear thus loft to every prin* 
ciple of nature, juftke, and- right ; or that he 
fhould 
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ffiould have been fo wholly blinded by habit,' trial* 
fcnfe of what was due to his own character) fituation, 
and conduct, as to have tranfmittcd fo, extraordi- 
nary an anecdote of himfelf. It is verily an addi- 
tional inftance to the many wc have, of the lamen- 
table effects of thia.«ccurfed trade, which infenfi-* 
bility faps and undermines every principle of 
worth andhonefty, and whilft it deadens every fenfe 
of &ainc and honour, corrupts the mind, and ut- 
terly debates the heart. — -But to our proofs.— 
X<abat, fpeakingof the King, of Barre, fays, " He 
*' has a wonderful facility, a very eafy method of 
" getting Slaves, when he has engaged to furnilh 
*' a number to the Europeans, who traffic with 
" hirrj.* He fends quietly a troop of his guard* 
** to furreund a- village, and to feize fuch a num* 
*' ber of the people as he orders them to do ; whe 
" are immediately bound, and fent to the fafto- 
" ries or {hips, and are, as foon as poffible, marked 
" with the ftamp of the purchafer, after which they 
' " are never more heard of. Generally, they carry 
" the children in lacks, and put gags into the 
"mouths both of the men and women, for fear 
" they fhould alarm the village through which 
" they are hurried - t for thefe breaking up of vil- 
."lages, or outrages, are never committed in the 
" villages near the factories, which ic is the King's 
" intereft not to ddtroy, but in thofe up the 
" country. It fometimes happens, however, .that 

• Vol. 4th, p. 3s i, 
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rt thofe who efcape from the hands of thefe ruffians^ 
" run to the villages* and fpread the alarm j* im- 
" mediately, all fly to arms, and if. they come up 
"with the robbers, a-ftout battle enfues. If the 
*' villagers conquer, they carry the kidnapping* 
" villains before the King, who denies having 
* f given diem any fuch commiffion, and immedi- 
■' ately. condemns them to be fold as Slaves, for his 
" own profit. But what is molt Angular, is, that 
w if in order to prove the criminality of thefe 
n guards, they bring with them fome of thofe 
" whom they had feifed and bound to carry ofFj 
** and they appear before the King, ftill in bonds, 
** they are deemed Slaves, and as fuch, fold for the 
*' King's profit ; fo that be it as it will, he lofes 
** nothing, fays our author, and. his orders have 
" always their effect, either upon the villagers 
** whom he ordered to be feized, or upon thofe who 
u have been deficient in courage and adroitnefs in 
" executing his directions." 

What a pifture have we again here of themi- 
ferable ftate of this people ! — fnjuftice, oppreffion, 
and villainy, pervading the whole country — all, 
all for the benefit of the Slave Trade. 

Loyer was witnefs of the return of an incurfion 
of the Iffini, when they brought in Slaves, f He 
lays, " they often make thefe fuccefsfully, as far as 
" Rio St. Andre in the Tooth Coaft. 

* P. 35*; f P. 1701. 
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Mr. Moore fays,*- « whenever die King of 
M Barfally wants goods, or kraady, he fends a mef- 
™ fenger to our Governor at James Fort, to deiire 
*' he would fetid a (loop there with a cargo ; this 
<( news being not at all unwelcome, the Governor 
u fends accordingty-t Againfi the arrival of the faid 
"Jloop, the King goes and ranfacks fame, iff his ene- 
f f mies towns, fe'tzixg the people, and felling them 
" for fuch commodities as he is in want of, i^hich 
** commonly are brandy or rum, gunpowder, 
" ball, guns, piftols, and cutlafies for his attendants 
" and foldiers, and coral and filver for his wives 
" and concubines. In cafe he is not at war with 
*' any neighbouring King, he then falls upon one of 
'.'bis own towns, which are numerous, and ufes 
*' them in the very fame manner. It is owing to 
" the King's infatiable thirft after brandy, that 
*' his fubje&s freedom and families are in fo pre- 
f carious a fituation, for he very often goes with 
u fome of his troops hy 9 town in the day-time, and 
** returns in the night, and fits fire to, three parts of 
"it, and fits guards to the fourth, to feize the people 
f as they run out from the fire. He ties their arms 
f behind them, and marches them to the place 
"where he fells them, which is either Joar or 

* Cabone." — ■" Tefierday 20th March 1732," fays 
Moore, " the Ktng.fell upon one of his own towns, 
*' and having taken a good many prjfoners, 
u . brought them along with him, with intent 

• JFaftQrtotheRoyalAfncanCompany,p. 1730. fP-fij. 
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* to fell them *o Capt. Clarice, a feparate trader 
" now at anchor at Rambo's Port."— — t-oyer 
fays, " the King of Kayfler and Baol, of Sain, on 
*' the Uajl pretence, fells his fubjc&s for European 

' " goods, efpecially brandy, which he is fo fond 
« "of, that he is faid to have drank fix quarts a day.* 
** He is fo tyrannically fevere, fays the Mifllonary^ 
* ( that he makes a whole village refponfible for the 1 
«' fault of one inhabitant, and on the lead offence, 
f fells them all for Slaves." 

Bofman fays, M While he was at Ardra, an Am-- 
w baffador of one of the inland Kings came to the 
K King of Ardra, to advertife him from his mafter, 
" that feveral Ardrafian Negroes had been with, 
" and made complaints to him : and to advife him 
** to take care, that his Viceroys treated thefe poor 
*' men more gently, or elfe, much againft his wiH, 
** he fliould be obliged to come to their affiftance, 
** and take them into his protection. The King 
M of Great Ardra, inftead of making a proper ule 
w of this wholefome advice, laughed at it, and in 
*' further defpight to the King, murdered his Am- " 
■"baffador. Upon which, die inland King fell 
" upon the country, and made fuch a (laughter 

[ " among the fubjeets of Ardra, that the number 
«* of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
"expreffed by faying, they were like the grains 
" of corn in the field." 
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Atkins * more particularly explains what the 
compkintsofth«feArdra(janNcgroeswere. Thefe> 
are his words : " The King of Dahomey turned 
" things topfy-turvey, and entirely destroyed our 
" Slave Trade. This Prince was incited to the 
*' conqueft, from the generous motive of redeem- 
" ing his own, and the neighbouring country 
" peiSple from thofe cruel wars .and fla very, that 
" was continually impofed on them by the King of 
"i Ardra. The King vf Dahomey's refentments were. 
u fixed 'i firfi, on account of their public robberies and 
" man-ftealingy even to his dominions : and zdly, 
" the contempt that had been expiefled towards 
" him. He ftates farther, that the King of* Da-. 
,( homey at his audience to Capt. Snelgrave after 
" this event, faid, that the Ardrafians were vil- 
" lains to both white and black people, and there-, 
"fore had been punijbed by hit bands. A text, fays. 
" Atkins, that ought to have been .regarded more 
" heedfully by the factory than it was : for what 
" were they villains more than others of the colour t 
<( unlefs for this illegal and unjujl trade ?-\ And 
" if he himfelf declared his victories in pumfliment 
" of their crimes, what might they not expect in 
"their turn, who differed only as the pawnbroker 
"and the thief? Mr. Teftefole, the . Company's 
" Governor, was feized, and loft, his life, (foon'af- 
"terwards.) The crime alledged being, that he 
"had ufed the Dahomeys, on all occafions, in his 

• * P. wo. f P. »t. 

H « power, 



■, S ,:z K i:vC00gIe 



C 50 ) 

" power, very ill, on account of the bad trade they 
" had occaJoiuJ. Then they went on, and furprized 
" and plundered all the European merchants at Ja- 
" queen, finifhing in that, the deftru&ion of the Slave 
" Trade, the little remaining being now at Appah, 
" a place beyond the bounds of his conqueft. YeC 
" in all this, fepararing, in our idea, the fuffcrcrs, 
" and the temporary views of traders, fays Atkins, 
" the King's actions carry great reputation, for by 
" the deftruction of this trade, be reUnquifbed bis 
*iffwa private inttrefts, for tie fake of public juftice 
" and humanity." 

Mr. Atkins farther Jlates, " that the dejlrjiflion of 
,( the trade was defigned by the King of Dahomey* 's 
" eonquefti and is confirmed" by Capt. Bullfinch 
" Lamb's propofal from that King to our court. 
** This gentleman, on fome bufinefs of the factory, 
« was at Ardra, when the Dahomeys came down 
" upon them, was made a prifoner, detained 
** near four years by the King,* and came at laft 
" to England by his permiffion, or rather direction, 
" having given him above 1500I. to bear his 
" charges. In the fcheme of trade faid to be pro- 
■* pofed from that King, and laid before our Com- 
" miffioners of Trade, fome of the articles ran 
" thus: That the natives might fell themfelves to 
" us, on condition of not being carried off. — That we 
*' might fettle plantations, &c. a foundation quite 
" foreign to the former Slave Trade. Atkins 
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* ( concludes with faying, lhave a natural propenjity to 
** wijb well to the King of Dahomey, Jince he has re- 
** deemed his countrymen from being fold as Slaves.* 

What a dreadful, calamitous, deplorable in- 
ftance have we here of die horrible ruin brought 
upon a whole nation,, by this infernal traffic 
for Slaves Ir-We fee here an inland Prince 
not moved by policy — not feduced by views of 
wild ambition — not furioully driven on by the 
deftru&ivc rage of conqueft — but roufed by the 
lamentable cries and prayers of a forely aggrieved, 
pppreffed, neighbouring people — and at length, 
fired with refentment at the wicked practices, at 
the abominable villanies fpread aver ths whole 
land, even to his own kingdom, by the wicked 
arts, and infamous machinations of the Slave: 
Trade. — We fee, and how truly does it humble, 
and cover with bluihing mams every honeft 
European and Chriftian, to fee— this barbarous and 
idolatrous Prince quitting die cafe and luxury of 
his own palace and, capital— encountering every 
(pedes ofdi(lrels and difficulty — defying all dan- 
gers — marching his powerful army arrlidft burning 
fands, and parching deferts-jrfor the mere purpofc 
of reftoring public juftice, and vindicating the in- 
jured rights of humanity—rgping forth as it were, 
the fcourge of Heaven, to punilh a guilty nation 
for their public robberies and man-fiealing ; and 
dreadfully, indeed, doth the weight of vengeance ■ 
fall upon them, Every man that was deftroyed. 
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by this calamity— every man that became a victim 
to this vindicative juftice — the death of every Ar- 
drafian muft be placed to the account of this ini- 
quitous .trade. It was this accurfed trade that had 
feduced them by its vile temptations. It was this 
accurfed trade that corrupted them by rts infa- 
mous practices and am — it was thisj accurfed 
trade that pufhe& them on to the commitment 
■of all thofc horrid crimes, which thus in- 
•volvcd them in one common ruin and deftruction, 
■ — this accurfed trade, the followers of which lean 
regardlefs of every thing that is juft and honeft 
among men, and who feem fo utterly abforbed by 
the ardent wiflies of profit and gain, as to appear 
■wholly loft tp every idea, of religion and nature, 
and -to-be driven into the moft daring and atro-; 
cious afls, even againft Heaven itfelf. 

" When the native Princes pup afiop to trade , it is 
" true" fays Mr. Brue ** that the French have 'been. 
" forced Jbmettm.es to make ufe of violent means them- . 
** felves ;* and not being able to get the Princes to 
_" difcharge the loans they had borrowed from the 
. ■" Company, they have pillaged fame village, feized 
tc the inhabitants, and carried them off for Slaves ; 
« after which, they have balanced accounts with the 
" King, and if they had feized more Slaves than 
" they ought, in balance of the account, they, have, 
■ '** paid- him the difference." 

Is it poflible!— Is it credible! there could be 
any where upon the face of the earth— fo miferabJfc 
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aftate of.fociety ! And what a d#mai» is avarice ! 
that it can fo wholly extinguifli in {he breafts of 
men, improved by civilization , and enlightened 
by Qiriftianky, every trace whatever of. juftice, * 
morality, religion, and virtue. 
. The following fang froid reafqning of this 
man is curious :— " But thefe expedients," fays, 
he, u are not always Jvccefsfitl, and though one 
4* was even fore of being paid by thefe forts of 
f ( executions j iiftaft en ufer fobrement,"* fays he, 
** one Ihould not have recourfe to them too fre- 
f queotly :"— not from' the mayal turpitude, not 
from the. ,blg injuftice of the proceeding, not 
from atty fepfe of the rank wickednefs and vile 
depravity of the condud, but merely in felf- 
prudettce ; (t left it mould draw the ill-will of 
* ' the country upon us, and fooner or later toe 
" Jkou'ld be made to repent ai goingdrus violently 
« to, work. **-jc ■ 

Having now gone through all the ancient au- 
thorities neceflary to produce to ,this point, we 
will now to proceed to examine the more modern 
Ones of our own times, in order to obferve how 
far the, fame fyftem prevails. 



t Monf. Brue, in his firft voyage up the Sanaga, mates -a, 
remark, that I cannot avoid inftrtins; here, as it ("peaks very 
Hrongly, what has been the fort of fpirit and difpofition, which: 
fecms. at all times.t» have prevailed amonj" the Slave Dealer* to. 
wards the Africans. Deicribing the Talis country as very rich 
and populous, he fays, » If the people were induftrious, they 
" might of their own produce carry Oil a >oeiy advantageous trait 
Y with ftrangefs, there beine/ciu things in which tliey could be 
" excelled; but it is to be hoped," fays Monf. Brue, " the European! 
" loHl «w it! them bet the fecret I I J" 
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Dr. Spaarraan, who was in Africa in 1787, 
tells us, " When the Kings of the country want 
" Slaves fqr the purchafe of goods, they find 
** their horfemen in the night to the villages, to make 
f* as many Slaves they can"* In the neighbour- 
hood of Goree he faw one of thefe expeditions. 
'The King of Barbeffin came to him in the night 
to tell him, that be was going to fend out a party 
, to make Slaves, as be wanted brandy to encourage his 
officers. Dr. Spaarman faw the party fet off, and 
faw them return with fotne flaves they had made. 
They conceal part of thofe they make on thefe 
occaGons, in order to enhance the price. 

Mr. Dalrymple has always underftood one of 
the modes of making Slaves to be the Kings and 
great men breaking up a viUage, that is, fet ting fire 
to it,-}- fometimes in their own country, fometimes 
in the country of others, hut oftner in their own, 
and feizing the people as they efcape from the fire. 
He has been very near the fpot when it was 
done, which is generally in the night— he faw 
many Slaves who told him they had been taken 
in that manner. This practice is notorious, for 
thepurpofe of getting flaves. — Captain Wilfon, 
of the Navy, fays, " When he was in Africa, 
« ( he made particular inquiry from intelligent 
-*■ perfons, and was informed, when, they were 
** not at war, they made no fcruple of taking 
" any of their own fubje£ls, and. felling them, 
" even whole villages at once" % — Captain Hills^ 

* P. C. C. p. 16. f P. 17. } P. up. 
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of the navy, lays, " there was Jcarcety an evening 
** in which he did not fee people go out in war drejfes 
" to obtain Slaves from the neighbouring villages. 
" This, he underftood from one of the Chiefs, 
** was done by the King's order, who at that time 
'* was very poor from our annual prefents not 
" being given to him as. ufual."* — Mr. D. Hen- 
derfon " has feen King Abraham's people with 
" their war drejfes go out in bodies of eight, ten, 
'* and fourteen at a time, for the purpofe y as he 
" was then informed, and as every body under- 
" flood, to way-lay and take the negroes in ano- 
" ther quarter. Thefc people were accuftomed 
*' to 1 go out with mufltets and lancets, but they 
" had no goods by which they could purchafe Staves.-^ 
" They were often abfent for ten days of a fort- 
" night at a time; fometimes they would bring 
" five or fix captives, at other times more, at 
** other times lefs. All this he has feen, and he 
" has moreover been informed by the traders 
" themfelves, that the natives were made Slaves . 
" in _ this manner. The people^ brought down 
> " ihewed marks of the greatefi grief" 

Thus we have feen war referred to as a mode 
of fupply for this trade, in three different ways : 
ift. In the regular courfe and accident of it, as 
it fell out between the feveral ftates or tribes, 
when the trade was firft fet on foot. In the 2d 
inftance we have feen wars exprefsly made and 
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undertaken by tne different bordering countries, 
one againft the other, fomented by the Europeans, 
fbteiy ti> promote this trade. And in the laft inftance 
we have it unhappily moft clearly proved to us, 
lhat the Kings and rulers of the nations have 
been driven on by inflamed paffions, have been 
lb tempted, by European commodities, till ac 
length they have become provoked by fo irre- 
fiftible a defire of obtaining them, that they have 
actually turned their arms againft their own fub- 
je£ts^ pillaged their own people, burnt their beft 
towns, and laid wafte, impoverifhed, and depo- 
pulated their whole country, only to indulge 
thofe worft, moft vile, degrading, infamous paf- 
fions, we have fo fhamefully and wickedly created 
in them for the atrocious purpofes of this trade : 
and this, not from fome chance occurrence, or 
happening in fome few inftances only, but we 
find that the arts and practices of the Europeans 
have worked fo fiiccefsfully, as completely and 
fyfiematically to have - efiablijhed this over the • 
whole country, and it is confidered (according 
to Monf. Brue's phrafe) as a wonderful facile 
and very eafy mode of getting a ready fupply ,to 
this tirade. 1 his mode or fyftem, which is beft 
known and underftood by that fort of technical 
or Cant expreffion, " Breaking up a village;" 
■which Captain Dalrymple tells us means " fetting 
*' fire to it, and kidnapping the inhabitants," is 
thp firft of the two forts of expedients I alluded 
to- a little way above. The oiher, is that of 
extending 



jigiiized by Google 



( SI ) 

extending the punijhment of banijhment to all crimes 
and mifdemeanors whatever, thereby changing a 
temporary banilhment to fome diftant part of their 
own country into foreign and perpetual Jlavery, In 
former times, prior to this traffic, there was no 
banishment beyond the confines, or of being fold 
into fiavery out of this diflxid of Africa, as it is 
moft certain there could have been no convey- 
ance from what has hitherto been proved, from 
the then {late of navigation, Leo Africanus's 
account, Sec, and temporary banijhment was a mode 
of puniihrnent mentioned by different writers.— 
Firft, by Artus of Dantzic, in De Bry's India 
Orientalis, who fays,* '■' that in his time, if a 
f* perfon condemned could not pay the fine adjudged to 
*' the King, and has any friend or relations who 
* ( are the King's fubje&s, they are fent for, and 
" conftratned to difcharge it ; otherwife, they muft 
" all retire into banijhment till they fatisfy the 
** King. After that, they are allowed to return to 
" their houjes andpojfeffiont, and then they vifit all 
( * their acquaintance, begging forgivenefs foe 
" what has happened, and that they will pafs ic 
*' over in filence. The reafon of this way of 
*' proceeding (fays the .author) of involving the 
" relations in the guilt of the criminal, is to free 
" the King from all applications and importudi- 
** ties on their behalf, till the fine impafed be 

* GotanJ Aituffj p. 63, 
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" paid." — Ogilby fays,* ** upon convi&ion of 
" any crime, for the King feldom condemns any to 
" death, he bonifies the malefactors. If they hap- 
" pen to live ten or twelve years, his Majttjfy 
" ufually pardons them ; and if perfons of any con- 
" fideration, employs them in the fervice of the fiats ' 
" as people who have been trained and inured to 
" hardlhips." — From th'efe writers, therefore, it is 
manifeft, ■ that the Slave Trade has not only 
operated to change a temporary baniftiment into a 
perpetual one, but it has converted the old 
wonted punifhment of hanijhment to fome diftant 
part of their country, into Jlavery, and that into 
foreign flavery, a Jtavery for life ; for delinquents 
are not any of them banifhed now-a-days into 
the interior parts of the country, from whence, 
on paying their fine, or at the end of eight or 
ten years, they may return again to their houfes, 
poflemons, families, and friends :\-No, they are. 
one and all fold to the Europeans-for Slaves, who 
hurry them off into another world, where they 
are to toil and wor_k out hi hard labour, under 
the galling yoke of fevere flavery and hard ufage, 
■ the remains of their wretched exiltence, without 
a poflible hope of eyer revifiting their native 
land; of ever again beholding the cheerful and 
happy face of any one dear connexion, of any 
one relation, not of a Angle friend, or even of 
pne common acquaintance. 

! P. S3*. 
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Ogilby mentions alfo,* " That Dogo Fulma, 
" a great man in favour of the King of Dogo 
*' or Hindo, having lain with one of his Ma- 
" jefty's wives, the King, inftead of fufFering 
" him to buy off the offence, with goods, &c. 
" caufed his ears to be cut off, and banijhed him. , 
"■However, time, wearing out the King's anger, 
" he was admitted again to Court. As this was an 
" unufual punilhment inflicted on him, and made 
'* him be fcorned and laughed at by all who faw , 
**' him, he had the prefumption to tell the King, ■ . 
" he hoped that others, for the like offence*. 
" might be puniftied in the fame manner, threat- 
** ening, in ca£p his iequeft was denied, to com- 
" plain in the highways and in the woods to the 
" Jannanin and Belli, that is, to all the fpirits 
''and diemons. Notwithftanding this audacious 
" menace," fays" our author, " it was determined 
"by the King in council, that the example made 
" of him mould be no precedent with regard to. 
" others.. However, in fome.meafure to quiet 
" him, he was made General of an army to re- 
** cover Sierra Leone, which he did." — Had 
the Slave Trade operated in Dogo Fujma's days, 
as it operates on the prefent, time having worn 
out the King's anger would have availed little ; 
he had never again been admitted to Court, nor 
had appeared at the head of an army, to render 
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his country the fervice he did for it, by recovering 
Sierra Leone. 

Formerly their punifhments were fine, corporal 
fufterancc, and banifliment. Slavery among 
themfelves, which, though moft induftriouny en- 
deavoured to be confounded by the prefent Slave 
Dealers, is as diftindt a thing from flavery in the 
Weft Indies, as comfort from roifery, happinefs- 
from defpair. Since our interference, except 
in fome few inftances of death, all is abforbed 
by, commuted into that deplorable one of being 
fold to the Europeans. 

What were the ancient cuftoms in this refpect 
will appear fully afcertained by the following au- 
thorities: 

According to Artus, " If a man be taken in 
*' adultery, the King confifcates all the goods of 
*« the criminal, and the woman is obliged to pay 
(t a fine of two or three ounces of gold to her 
" hufband, if (he would not, to be divorced, a» 
** the hufband may do in like cafes.* The re- 
" latbns of the woman feduced burn the adul- 
" rerous houfe with fire, and profecute him fo, 
" that be is obliged to quit the town, andfeek a dwel- 
" ling elfewkere." But from the change brought 
about by the Slave Trade, now he is to be torn 
from his family and friends, hurried out of the 
country for ever, and fold as a wretched Slave 
to the Weft Indies for life. 
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- ■ At Kommendo, according to Barbot, " they 
■■ commonly cut off one ear of the adulterer, and 
" fine him to pay as much gold as the woman 
" had for her dower, and four fheep, or goat* 
" befides.* If the adulterer be a Slave, they 
*' difmember him. The woman is either fined 
" two ounces of gold to her hufband, orelfe di- 
" vorced, according as the King determines ir« 
** The punilhment for adultery in other places is 
■* pecuniary, viz. fix ounces of gold, one third 
" to the King, one to his chief officer, and- one 
"to the hufband."' — Bofman fays, " The fine 
" for lying with another man's wife amongft the 
'* common- people is aboat four, five, or fix 
" pounds fterling.-f- But the rich muft bleed a, 
".greater fum, efpecially if he has Iain wkh a 
•' confiderabte man's wife, on which occafion ic 
" cofts an hundred or two. 1 have heard of fines- 
" in the inland country," fays he, " for the ne- 
" groes are richer there, and therefore punilhed 
•* with the utmoft feverity, amounting to 5000L 
" for adultery." Which is as large a fine as 
fome of our European postilions pay. 

Artus fays again,§ " If the wife break her 
," marriage vow, whether willingly or by com- 
** pulfion, the man may put her away. If the 
" offender be an European, he is not obliged to 
" pay the fine ; but the woman ,jfable,muft pay four 
" pefo's, about an ounce and a half of gold; or 

*P. 300. f P. j 7 i t § P. i ?s . 

" (he 

Digilized by GoOgle 



( to ) 

•* flie is liable to be turned off. If a marl's firft 
•'-wife violates his bed, it is thought a great dif-> 
" grace, fo that the offender pays his fine ; yet 
" the hufband never refts, till he obliges- him id 
"■ quit tie place."* Something rather different 
from being fold as a Weft Indian Slave. 

-Nyendael informs us,-f- " That adultery is pu-' 
*' nifhed at Benin feveral ways. Amongft the 
** commonahy, if a man fufpefls his wife, he 
•* tries all means to furprize her in the fact, with- 
.** out which he cannot punilh her. If he fuc- 
" ceeds, he is intitled to all the effects of the adul- 
** terer, which he has a right to feize and convert 
** to his own ufe. The offending wife, after a 
** heany cudgelling, is turned out of doors to 
" feek her fortune. The Governors punilh 
** adultery more feverely j for if they furprife the 
" parties, they kill them on the fpot, and caft 
" their dead bodies on the dunghill. Thefe fe* 
" vere punimments deter men from meddling 
■• with wives fo much, that this crime is very 
" very feldom committed here."J 

" Murder," fays Bofman,§ " is puntfhed two 
" ways, one by the death of the murderer, and 
** the other by pecuniary mulct, which again is 
" of two forts, with refpeft to the free and thofe 
" who are not fo. 'Tis very feldom that any per- 
" fon is here executed for murder, if he either 

* Artus, Part vi. p. n. + A. D. 170a, p. 41a. 
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" hath any effe&s himfelf, or hath any rich friend* 
" to pay the appointed fine. But if a murderec 
** cannot pay hia fine, he is obliged to give blood 
*■' for blood, and is accordingly executed."*—? 
*' Murder happens 'lefs feldom at Benin than 
?* theft," fays iJyendael ; "but if .the murderer 
«* Ihould chance to be the King's fon or a gran- 
** dee, he is banijhed to the utnwji borders of the 
*f King's territories, where he is conveyed under a 
** ftrong guard."-) — Loyer fays,J ,c Their juftice 
" confifts in fome pecuniary mulfts, which crimi- 
f* nals are condemned to pay : no crimes are pu- 
" nimed with death but three, viz. Slaves that 
P run away, treafon, and forcery. Theft. is fa 
*'■ far from being a crime, that it is (about Ifiini) 
*' honourable and rewarded. Perjury is punifhed 
f* by a fine as wcjl as nnjrder. If the criminal 
'.* be a Slave he is fold to the Europeans ; perfons 
f* infolvent are fold as Slayes. Sorcery or witch- 
* f craft is punilhed by drowning the criminals. 
". Traitors, or.fuch as difcover the King's Caiifa 
•** cils, mull expeft no mercy, heing beheaded 
ff without ceremony. Slaves or priforiers of war 
*' who attempt to efcape, are punifhed thus§— 
*' which, defcribing the ceremony, we find, 
*' ends in death ; but the executioners are rec- 
*i koned impure for three days, and they build 
w them a hut at a diftancefrom the village, where 

* Page 144. + Page 419. { A. D.1701. 
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" they continue confined till the time is «x* 
u pired."-— On the Gold Coaft, Bofman ftatesy 
" robbery or theft is punilhed by the reiteration 
" of the ftolen goods, and paying a fine, in the 
" adjudging of which, particular regard is had to th§ 
u w£itf ofthe ftolen goods, the place where, and 
" byv>boMiixU&. was committed ; for example,* 
" one x fined so crowns befides what he bath; 
M ftolen j and another for a robbery or theft eve. 
" ry way equal, {hall be fined ioo or more, and 
** that without the leaft injuftice, 1 mean accord- 
M ing," fays Boftnan, *"* it their ancient municipal 
** cujbms."—-" Thievery is not rife at Benin,'* 
fays Nyendael, " thefe negroes not being of fo 
*' pilfering a nature as at other places; however, 
" jf the tiiief is taken in the fact., he is obliged to 
*' restitution of the ftolen goods, and befides 
** punifhed by a pecuniary muldt ;-f* but if he is 
M poor, after restitution of the goods, if in his 
* ( power, he is very well beaten ;" (but now-a* 
days, from the alteration effected in their an- 
cient municipal cuftoms, he is fold as a Slave 1 
to the Weft Indies) " but if the robbery be done ' 
** upon any of the government, it is punilhed 
** with .death. But this crime fo feldom occurs, 
*' that examples are very rare." — " There 'is fo 
f« heavy a fine on theft," fays 'Artus,J " that they 
*' dare not fteal from one another ; and if a rob- 
¥' bery be committed in any town, the people 
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*' exprefs fuch an abomination of it, as riothirt* 
** can , exceed." — "_ Theft/' Ogilvy- mentions, 
!* is. not punifhed by death, except agajnft the 
** King at Loango ; but the things ftolen muft 
*' be made good by the f,hief or his ; friends, and 
r< himfelf ejcpofed bound in the midft of the 
" ftreet. If the party hath nothing, the offended 
" makes his relations work for him, till he re-. 
*} ceives the full of his loffes."* Not quite the 
fame thing, as felling him to the Europeans a 
Slave for life in the Weft Indies, though this, in 
the SIaye r dealers language, is nothing more than 
merely commuting. — Snelgrave fays, fpeaking 
generally, '.* Mod crimes ampngft them are pu- 
** nifhed by mulcts and fines, and If theoffender 
" has not wherewithal to pay his fine, he is fold 
" for a. Slave. This is the practice of the inland 
, " people as well as of thofe on the fea fide."-|-— - 
But this being fold for a Slave is not to be under- 
flood to the Europeans, but among one another ; 
a mode of punithment which all but thole who 
talk of only commuting, will think very different 
indeed. 

Debtors who refufe to pay their debts, or are 
infolvent, are likewife liable to be made Slaves, 
but their friends may redeem them, and if they are 
not able or willing to do it, then they are gene- 
rally fold for the benefit of their creditors. " But 
oflhefe" fays our author, % "few come into the hands 

* Page 503. + Page :j8. J Page 159. 
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" of the Kuropeans, being kept by their counrry- 
" men for their own ufe. M -— This laft paffage 
from Snelgrave fully fubftantiates the remark 
above, and points out the neceflity of not con- 
founding two very diftinft ideas indeed, upon the 
term " being liable to be fold for a Slave," an 
artful endeavour at which, thofe who have at all 
attended to this fubjeft muft have very frequently 
obferved. Bofman fays exprefsly,* ** The great- 
** eft crimes at Whydah are generally compensated 
" by money."— Nyendael alfo,+ *• Whatever 
'■' crimes are committed at Benin, they are 
" atoneable with "money, and the fint • fropprtianei 
" to the offence ; and hfc that hath no money, muft' 
" fatisfy xhe fine by a corporal punijhdent, fo that 
" where effe&s are deficient, the body muft make 
" good the fine."— We find no where as yet 
among thefe writers, a fyllable of punilhment by 
Weft Indian flavery, under any alternative. 
Bofman tells us, " The rich are commonly 
" more fevefely handled than the poor, which 
" they think reafonable on two accounts ; firft, 
" the rich were not urged to the crime bynecef- 
" fity : and fecondly, they can better fpare the 
" money ; for nobody is here fined above his ability, 
" unlefs by an accumulation of crimes he hath 
" given occafion thereto, and then he is fent into 
*< ilavery." 

* Page 346. f Page 419, 
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Tt is to be hoped that thefe estrac\s, felefted 
from the oldeft writers who have handed down to 
us any .account of Africa, will be thought to con- 
vey and give as complete a hiftory of the Crimi- 
nal Jurifprudence, or, to ufe Bofman's expreffion, 
" of the Ancient Municipal Cuftomi of Africa,*' 
as is fufficient to throw every ncceffary light upon 
-the prefent fubjectj and however ftrongly this 
account of atonements made and compolitions 
paid to the relations, &c. for murders^ or injuries, 
may have brought to our recollection the early 
dawnings and beginnings of nations, as described 
bf the Germans by Tacitus, in the Salic Law, 
refpe&ing die ancient ufage of the Franks j in 
the laws of the Angli, of Ina, thofe of the 
Saxons, Lombards, and others ; yet we fee no* 
thing like the European Slave Trade ; no trace 
of any thing that has the lead affinity to it, though 
the adventurers, flave-dealers, and flave-brokers 
of the prefent day, almoft univerfally affirm, that 
thefe cuftoms are the main and principal fource 
and fupply of it. So Angular, {o extraordinary, 
and fo bold an affirmation, naturally induces a with 
to examine the matter more cloiely ; not only in 
order to mark the rapid progrefs of the increafe, 
of the trade with refpect to England* but to dif- 
coyerhow, in Africa, fources could be found out 
which could in any degree keep pace with it. 
To this end, we mud now have recourfe to thofe 
Jater authors who have written upon African fub- 
?i ft j C( ^s, 
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je&s, and let us faithfully ftate the information 
they give us. 

In the fpace of thirteen years, from 1712 to 
1725, the fhips were augmented in number from 
England to Guinea 167— from 33 to 200 fhips f 
by the accounts and returns made to the. Commif- 
fioners of Trade. 

Atkins Hates,* that the Royal African Com- 
pany only imported, from 1680 to 1688, 46,396 
Slaves, which is not 6000 per annum ; though 
on computation, Barbadoes, he fays, wanted 
4000 — Jamaica 10,000-7-and the Leeward Iflands 
6000 yearly. Much oqtcry and complaint were 
made agamft the Company that they were not 
able to furnith this fupply, and at length, after 
fome few years grumbling, an Aft of Parliament 
was obtained by their adverfaries in 1697. The 
firft upon our Statute Pook. that regards this 
trade :— Whereby private traders,, for making 
good this deficiency of Slaves, fliould have liberty 

of trade. In the eight following years, the 

Company imported ' into the Weft Indies only 
17,760 Slaves', and the feparate traders in that 
time, 71,268, which altogether was above 11, ooq 
per annum ; fo that in the courfe of eight years, 
from 1697 to 1705, the annual exportation of 
native? from Africa by the Englifh, was nearly 
doubled : and if we look into the Privy Coun- 
cil Report, we (hall be able fomewhat to form, 
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by the account there given, which is the moft re* 
gularof any we have, of negroes imported from 
Africa, a tolerable judgement of the fudden and 
qftonijhing increafe of the importation of Slaves : 
for till the ,year 1 705, there does not appear ever 
lo have been introduced into the ifland of Ja- 
maica, fince our poffefiion of it, an higher num r 
ber in any one year than 4,120, yet ? from that 
period to the year 1775, which is the laft year to 
which the account is carried, the importation' has 
frequently amounted to 10,000, II, 12, 13, and 
one year to the prodigious, amazing number of 
18,448. Thus. we have moft clearly marked to 
us, the aftonHhing rapid increafe of this horrid 
traffic in human fle(h ; for, in the fpace of about 
70 years, we find it to have been fo grown, that 
one fingle ifland fwallowed up in one year, what 
was above three years average importation of the 
Royal African Company to our whole Weft In- , 
diah coloniesj plantations, andfeulements, and 
near five times the number that ifland had been 
wont to require. Such an extreme augmented 
trade, in fo particular an article as men ; and men, 
too, whom we are confidently told, become the 
obje&s of that trade only by one or "other of thefe. 
means, viz. the unhappy chance of war;' or by 
ftich fpecies of delinquency as juftly renders them 
unworthy to enjoy (forfeiting utterly) all their 
natural rights and privileges as freemen, cannot 
but roufc attention from the many and various' 
points 
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points of view, in which it imift ftrike upon every 
nan's feeling and fenfe. 

Snclgrave affirms, ** That in his time, the early 
" pan of the prefent century, the greater number 
" of the flaves were captives taken in war."— ■ 
,And all the old writers, Artus, Dapper, LeMaire, 
Ogilby, Phillips, Villault, Nyendael, Snock, 
Bofman, &c. &c. all feem to concur in this ; for 
not one of them ftates crimes as affording any fup- 
ply to it. But Mr. Nonis, in his publications, as 
well as in his evidence before the Privy Council, 
affirms, " That at this day the greateft part of the 
" fupply is from perfons condemned for ads of 
" delinquency." . 

The firil idea that rufhes upon the mind on be* 
ing told this, is the aftoniChing, unhappy, dread- 
ful change that there mud have been wrought 
in fo very (hart a fpace of time, in the 
manners, morals, and principles of all thofe nu- 
merous nations and people inhabiting that ira- 
menfe track of country. For when the whole of 
the Britiih importation of Haves to their colonies, 
wasaveraged but at 6000 yearly, we were allured 
they were for the molt part captives taken in war. 
In the prefent amazing increafed ftate of the 
trade, when the Britifh importation amounts to 
. near feven times what it was, we are told, thty art all 
far the mofi fart criminals. That the Slave Trade, 
wherever it has extended, has corrupted and vi- 
tiated every country and people ; thofe who are 
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in the leaft acquainted with the nature of it, who 
know any thing at all of the principles upon -which 
it has uniformly (and, indeed, from the very na- 
ture of it could only have) been practifed and 
carried on, can have no doubt, muft readily be- 
lieve. But allowing it to have done fo, to as great 
an extent and excefs, as the moft determined ab- 
horrerof the Trade could poffibly represent it to 
have done in the time — ftill, the extreme fudaenneji 
if the change, not only in the defcription of men 
foid to furnim the fupply, but alfo in the quantum 
of men actually furnlfhed, is fomething too mar- 
vellous and extravagant for belief, and carries; 
upon the face of it, fuch manifeft imposition and 
fklfehood — as of kfelf directly to force the ftrong- 
eft fufpicroh, With regard to the modes «hicfi 
muft be pra&ifed to procure them in fuch incredi- 
ble numbers. 

When prifoners of war were the great fource 
<Jf fupply, at leaft the chief avowed, oftenfible 
fource— we have feen how fuccefsfuMy active the 
European Factors, Slave-dealers, &c were, tn 
overturning sllthepoUcy of the country, by foment- 
ing frequent and moft ruinous wars among die 
neighbouring powers of it— and yet Bofman lays,* 
* c the law of nations was as well obfervedamongft tbem t 
** as among the Europeans."— And when, from the 
flow nature and precarious circumftance of this 
mode of fupply, it was found impoffible for it to 

, * P»ge 374* 
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Jteep pace with the rapid growth of the-trade j w* 
have feen alfo, how equally fuccefsful the fame Eu-; 
ropean . Factors, &c. were, in defiroying all the 
peace, Jecurity, and happinefs of .the whole peo? 
pki by exciting the- feveral 'Governments to turn 
their arms againtl their innocent fubje&s, and 
feize and fell them to the Europeans for Slaves. It, 
therefore, would, not require any very great ftretch 
of imagination, had. we not the fame Jirong pojjtive 
proof ypon authority to this, as to either of the 
other two points; for us fully 'to conceive what 
Mr. Norris would' lead us to fuppofe, namely, 
that the- European -Slave dealers have been quite 
asfuccefsful in perverting and destroying thejuf- 
tice of the whole, country; as they ; had been in 
the^ other two instances, of ruining, the-'policy % 
end fubyerting every principle of jufi and happy 
government in it — adverting to it, as another ad- 
ditional fource, upon finding the demand rife 
and exceed above what could be fupplied by 
both the other oftenfible modes, which their ava- 
ricious ingenuity had formerly fuggefted, viz. 
foreign war, and domeftic oppreffion and tyranny* 
To the proof—Mr. Moore, who was icven years 
Faftor to the Company, fays,* " Since this Trade 
" has been ufed, all puni/hments are changed into 
" Jlavery ; there being an advantage in fuch coffdew- 
" nation, theyjlrain for crimes very hard, in order to 
''get the benefit of Jelling the criminal. Not only 
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" murder, theft, and adultery, are punifhed by 
'*' felling the criminal for a SlaVe, but every trU 
* c Jting crime is punifhed in the fame manner."*-- 
We have feen from Artus, Barbot, Bofman, 
Loyer, Nyendael, &c. that all crimes were atone- 
able with money in their time, and were punifhed 
by mulfts and fines, and that nobody was fined 
above his ability, unlefs by an accumulation of 
crimes ; but, in Moore's time, not only the capi- 
tal, but every trifling crime, he tells us, was pu- 
nifhed with European flavery. He gives us fome 
inftances of thefe crimes. " There was a man," 
fays he, " brought to me in Tomany to be fold, 
" for having ftolen a tobacco pipe. I fent for the 
" Alcade, and with much ado perfuaded the party 
" aggrieved to accept of acompofition, and leave. 
" the man free. In Cantore, a man feeing a tyger 
" eating a deer, which he had killed, and hung 
" up near his houfe, fired at the tyger, and the 
" bullet killed a man : the king not only con- 
" demned him, but alfo his mother, three bro- 
**' thers, and three lifters, to be fold. They were 
" brought down to. me at Yanryamacunda ; it 
" made my heart ach to fee them, and I did not 
" buy them."--A very extraordinary Slave dealer ! 
-— — " Upon which, they were fent farther down 
'" the River, and fold to fome feparate traders at 
" Joar, and the king had the benefit of the good's 
" for which they were fold." 

Thefe are the convitls — thefe are the condemned 
criminals — thefe are the African felons, as Mr. N. 
* ■■ ■ L pointedly, 
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pointedly calls them, and whom — in an affe&td 
ftrain of ardent defence of their policy and go- 
vernment — he fays,* " The Africans have never 
" entertained any more doubt of their right to 
*' fell, than we do of fending delinquents to Bo- 
" tany Bay, or to Tyburn , deeming it fair and 
" juft to difpofe of their felons, according to their 
" own eftablifhed laws and cuftoms."— — 
In truth, it niuft require a good deal of that 
power Mr. Moore fpeaks of — —of ftrain- 
ing hard for crimes, in any man, to bring 
his mind to confider breaking a tobacco pipe, 
and (hooting at a tyger in a man's own larder, as 
Tuch atrocious afts of delinquency and felony, as 
juftly doom a man, his parent, and all his nume- 
rous brothers and fitters, to perpetual banifliment 
and .flavery — and he mull have moil perverted 
ideas* indeed, of all juftice and government, to 
pronounce this to be fair and right, according to- 
eftablifhed laws and cuftoms, 

Atkins, fpeaking of adultery and theft, fays,-f- 
" Trade has fo infeEled them with covetoufnefs and 
"fraud, that the Chiefs will put fnares both forthe 
" one and the other, driving at the profit, and 
" not at the punijhment of a crime, "- — -Smith 
fays,+ " The Europeans jit with the Caboceroes 
" to make up pallavers, to judge caufes, and give out 
" laws*** 

* Norris'a Account of African Trade, page 14. 
t Page 88. % Page 144. 
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This fully explains to us what Mr. Moore af- 
ferts ; and we can no longer wonder how ir has 
come to pais, that, iince this Trade has been, 
ufed, all punifhments are changed into flavery, 
and why every trifling crime is punithed in this 
manner :— Though it tends not to moderate our 
fiirprize at what Mr. Norris has confidently af- 
ferted, " That this Trade is carried on as much to 
" the eafe and comfort ofthofe that are the fubjefts of 
" it, as it is pojjiblefor human ingenuity to devife." * 
And in another place in his pamphlet, " That 
** the honfe of bondage, firiffiy fpeakitig, maybe 
"called a land of freedom to them, where, not- 
" withftanding they do not enjoy pre-eminence, 
** they may be comfortable." -f- 
■ Without at all entering upon any difcuflion on 
what might have been Mr. N.'s ideas of comfor- 
, tablenefs to a man, who, for having (hot at a ty- 
ger, which he faw devouring his family provi- 
sions, finds himfelf— the parent that gave him 
birth — and all his brothers and fillers, feized, 
and fold tQ feparate traders,to drag out in flavery 
the remainder of their unhappy Hves— we Ihall 
only pbferve upon that expreffiqn, " That the 
** houfe of bondage, fir'tBly fpeaking, is a land 
*' of freedom to them." Th$ obvious conchifion 
from this muft be, that Slavery, as far as it had 
undergone any obfervation of Mr. N. in Africa, 
was the mod dreadful ftate to which it was pofii- 
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ble for human nature to be funk — boldly repre- 
fenting thus, the fpecies-of it, that exifts in the 
Weft-Indies, compared with that in Africa, as a, 
perfecl: ftate of freedom. The reprefentation 
which Mr. Moore' gives us of the titration of 
Slaves in Africa, is certainly fomewhat of rather 
a different caft; for he fays,* * ( Some people 
** have a good many houfe Slaves, which is their 
«* greateft glory, and they live fo well and eafy, 
«' that it is fometimes a very hard matter to know 
" the Slavesfrom their mafters or miftreffes; they 
" very often being better cloathed, efpecially. 
*' the females, who have fometimes coral, amber, 
" and filver, about their hands and wrifts,to the 
" value, of twenty or thirty pounds fterling. 
«■ Many of the Slaves are born in their families. 
*' There is a whole village near Boncoe,-j- of two 
" hundred people, who are all the wives, flaves, 
«' or children of one man. I never heard of but 
" one that ever fold a family Slave, except for fuch 
* ( crimes, as would have made them to be fold 
** had they been free. If there are many family 
" Slaves, and one of them commits a crime, the 
« mafter cannot fell him without the joint cosfent of 
** the reft ; for, if he does, they will all run away, 
tf and be protected by the next kingdom to which they 
«*j?y."— Considerable light and confirmation has 
been thrown upon and given to this point by the . 
teflimonies of Captain Dalrymple, Captain Wil- 

* Page no. \ Page 43. 
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fon, Barnes, Miles, &c. &c. before the Commit- 
tees of the Houfe of Commons, and Privy Coun- 
cil. 

It is not neceffary, therefore, to dwell longer 
upon this part of the fubjeft, we may, therefore, 
difmifs it with the cautioning words of Mr. 
Norris, " not to fufFer ourfelves to be impofed 
" upon by lending too credulous an ear to what 
** inter eftei men throw out, with more craftiness than. 
" juftice, without duly confidering from what 
" quarter the pretended information comes, left our 
" minds Jhould become prejudiced by publications, con- 
" taining the mofi grofs mijlatement of faSs- and 
" mijreprefentations." 

But to return to- the fubjecl of African crimi- 
nals. Mr. Wadftrom fays, "There are fome 
** Slaves* fold in confequence of their crimes, but 
" he is fure they make the fmalleft-part." 

Dr. Spaarman fays, ". Another way of making 
" Slaves is, by accufation by the King,-j- or by 
*« each other, (frequently falfe) for various 
*' crimes ; in confequence of which, the perfon 
** accufed is fold. If a perfon in a village of- 
" fends the King, it ferves him as a pretence for 
" feizing the whole village, and felling them." 

Capt. Dalrymple tells us, " Every perfon who 
" commits any fort of crime, is fold for a Slave. 
" Crimes that ufed formerly to be punithed ia 
** different ways, are now puniihed in this. For- 
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-** merfy the punifhment for all crimes was eom- 
** muted for a certain number of cattle, or Quantity of 
** grain, which was either paid by the offender, 
'** or by his family, in cafe of his inability ; but 
41 fince the introdt/Slien of the Slave Trade, not only 
<* all crimes are fmijked by Slavery, but even the 
■■' moft trivial offences are punijbed in the fame man- 

'** tier"*- It is irrlpoffible not for it to ftrike 

moft forcibly upon our minds and obfervat'ion, 
the perfect famenefs there is in the language of 
truth at all times, and at all periods, and under 
every fituation and circumftance, when we read 
the words of C'apt. Dalrymple on this fubjeft, 
delivered at the prefent day, and thofe of Bof- 
man and Moore, expreffed by one, above a cen- 
tury paft, and by the other, at lead threefcore 
years ago. 

Mr. Arnold " gives a defcription of the crime 
" of debt,-f- by which a man may be caft into 
** Slavery.— -A trader had borrowed a gun of 
** another trader to complete his aflbrtment ; he 
*« was unable, however, to return it on demand : 
•'¥ in confequence of this,- he was feized, and fold.'* 
The man was brought ,on board the veffel in 
which Mr. Arnold was. 

' Yet, with all thefe hard {trainings and machi- 
nations, finding they were not able to pufh up 
-the fupply to an equality with the demand, the 
Slave dealershave, in open defiance of every prind- 
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pie of hon«fty, juftice, and nature, not only cor- 
rupted the governing Princes and Rulers to do it> 
but they have themlelves feized, ftolen, kidnap* 
ped, and carried off the poor natives- by every 
means, and after every manner that fraud, vil* 
kiny, treachery, and force, could prompt or.ef* 
fed; and have alfo nearly, annihilated and de- 
frayed every fenfe of honeft feeling, of humanityj 
of fair dealing throughout . that long immenie 
traft of coaft and' country, which it took thePor- 
tuguefe the greateft part of the fifteenth century 
even to dlfcover. 

'By the introduction of brandy, and by theit 
own infamous and wicked example, the Eu- 
ropeans feem to have fo entirely befotted, fo 
thoroughly vitiated the land, that there appears 
but two ideas pervading the whole of it. One, 
on the part of the blacks, how to get brandy ; the 
other, on the part of the whites r how to fteal, and 
lay hold of the natives, and- carry them oiF to the 
Weft Indies. 

Dapper fays, " The negroes have learnt from the 
" Europeans to get drunk with brandy, the Kings, as 
" well as the people.*'* ---Bofrrian tells us, " The 
* ( negroes are great drinkers of brandy, and, as if 
" it was a virtue, they teach it their children/'-^ 
Jobfon too, fays, (< The Princes are eafily faris- 
" fied, except with brahdy. Women and wine, 
* ( fays he, are truly a King's life ,here."-—Le 
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Marchaife fpeiks alfo " of their extreme love of ■ 
" brandy." * T —Moore's defcription of the King 
of Barfally's mode of life, is as follows—*' That 
" he flept all day, till towards funfet; then he gets 
*' up to drink, and goes to fleep again ; then he 
* ( rifes and eats, and if he has any itrong liquors, 
<* will fit and drink till daylight.-^ It isewing to 
■' this infatiabk thirfifor brandy that his fubjtSts frts- 
** doms and families art in fo precarious actuation." 
—Dr. Spaannan, in the P. C. R. relates, "That 
" the King of Barbeffin came to him in the night 
*• to tell him, that he was going to fend out a 
** party to make Slaves, as he wanted brandy to 
* ( encourage his officers. J In die courfe of the 
" converfation, die King became fo intoxicated 
*' by Dr. Spaarman's bedlide, that he was car- 
•' ried away fpeechlefs." 

What a pi&ure of fociety ! What a hiftory of 
government is there given to us here ! Good 
God ! Can men — can civilized human beings — 
can Englilhmen —will Chriftians, throwing their 
eye over horrid, deplorable fcenes of fuchdeep 
mifery, depravity, and wickednefs, panfe jar a 
jingle moment upon doing them away for ever ? 
But above all,, knowing as we do know, that in 
fa£l, we are ourfelves the wretched principals, 
tht guilty authors of every one of them. It is we 
who have created them — We hardened Europe- 
ans who ftill continue them—The whole was be- 
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gun, and « ft'tU kept on foot, by our infernal fe~ 
duElions, by our villanous practices, and devil-like 
temptations and arts. 

Whatever the advocates for this accurfed traffic 
may endeavour to ftate, of the two pretended 
fources of this infamous trade, being from cap- 
tives in war, and criminals, and which they have 
for a long courfe of years, to the utter reproach of 
all Europe) but too fuccefsfully ftated — the fol-' 
lowingauthorities will manifeft it mod clear, thofe 
are not the only refources to which they look when 
they get to the.coaft of Alrica-'-aftonifhingly fuc- 
cefsful even as they have been in that unfortunate 
country, in widening and extending thofe horri- 
ble refources ; but, that a very confiderable part 
of the fupply, indeed, arifes from, that execrable 
practice which .obtains through the whole coaft 
from one end of Guinea to the other, of Panyar- 
ing, as it is called in Africa— of kidnapping, as it 
is called in Englaqd— and of man-ftealing, as it is 
called in the 4 ill chapter of Exodus---for there & 
a quibble upon the term in fome of the evidence ' 
given on this fubject, or elfe it muft be confidered 
as the rnofl: ignorant, if not ,the moft. fallacious, 
that ever was offered, as folemn teftimony. That 
kidnapping is the mode of fupply conftantly re- 
forted to, throughout every part; of Africa to 
which the Trade extends, will fully appear. from 
the following cited authorities and teftimonies, 

Monf. Brue, relating a difpute he had with the 

pamel refpe&ihg his giving an Englifh fliip li- 
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berty to trade in his dominions, on which he,, 
(Monf. Brue) feized, and confifcated the vefiel, 
fays,* " Moft of the negroes on board, he found 
*' were/w fijbermen of the coaft,, whom the King 
" had decoyed to fotadally, under the pretence^ of 
11 employing their canoes to trahfport his troops 
" to attack Goree; but as foon as by this pre-r 
" tence, he had afiernbled them, he fent them 
" on board, and fold them as Slaves. There 
" was not the fmalleft appearance that the Darnel 
'* had even conceived fo extravagant a project, 
." fays Monf. Brue, bwt it was neceffary to form , 
" fame fcheme to entrap thefe men, and fell them. 1 ' 
Although the injuftice of the King in trepanning 
and felling them was notorious, it mattered not, 
they were all fent to America, and fold as 
Slaves. -rrrLabat mentions that, ' " a Captain 
** of a French man of war, at the fitggej&at of a 
*!* French trader, (the Captain's name was Mon- 
** -torfies, and the fliip*s, Lion, and Fond was the 
f* name of the trader) f pillaged theifla of Caze- 
f* gat, one of the Baflago's iflands — they landed 
*• 100 men without the finalkft refiftance. The 
" King-of me ifland, named Duquermariey, was 
f f furrounded ift his houfes, and 'he chofe to burn 
•f himfelf, rather than. fall into the European 
f* hands. The natives fled to the wbods and 
?■ mountains, fo that, of about 3000 inhabitants, 
V they took only about a (fear*. This unfortu^ 

*VoLIV.p.»o4 iVgl.V, p.iB«. 
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** nate enterprize, fays our author, made M. 
*« Fond greatly fear, left he fhould lofe all trade 
" with thefe people. But he managed the mat- 
** ter fo cleverly, life donna tant de motcvemem, tt 
" fit jouer tant de refforts, fays Labat, that he 
" made them believe he had no hand at all in the 
" affair, and atTured them it was a parcel of 
** ruffians, a fet of pirates, and banditti, who had 
*' made this mcurfion, by which their King was 
** loft, and their country laid wafte." — Dap- 
per fays, " The Falups will not trade with the 
** whites, nor go on board their, (hips, unlefs 
«* they have hoftages ; * faying, that the whites 
** who have come amongft them have, under pre- 
*' tence of friendfhip, carried off their countrymen." 
The fame author tells us, " The King of Gui- 
" naU, which is the Biafere's negroes, who are 
*' upon the borders of Rio Grande, kept 50 large 
** dogs, with a man to each, as a kind of night 
'* guard to his village. -f Their inftitution, fays 
** Dapper, was very neceffary to prevent the noc- 
'■* turnal excurfions to feize negroes, in order to 
" fell them into Slavery." Atkins {peaking of 
Sierra. Leona, {ays, " The private traders are 
" about 30 in number, fettled on the {larboard 
'* fide of the water, loofe, privateering blades, 
" that if they cannot trade fairly with the na- 
" tives, will rob. % Of thefe, John Leadftine, 
" commonly called Old Cracker, is reckoned the 

* Page 240. f Page 244, J Page 40. 
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■ « mbft thriving. Once, on looking over old 
" Cracker's Slaves, fays Atkins, I 'could not help 
** taking notice 1 of one fellow araong'the reft, of < 
" a tall, ftrong make, and bold, ftern afpect. 
■' As he.imagined we were viewing them with a 
■" defign to buy, he feemed to djfdain his fellow 
" Slaves for their readinefs to be examined, and 

. " as it were, * fcorned looking at us, refufing to- 
" rife, or ftretch out his limbs, as the mafter com- 
" manded, which got him an unmerciful whip- 
" ping from Cracker's own hand, with a cutting 
" Manatea ftrap, and had certainly killed him, 
" but for the lofs he himfelf muft fuftain by it; 
" all which the negroe bore with magnanimity, 
*' ihrinking very little, and fheddmg a tear or 
" two, which he endeavoured to hide, as though 
" afhamed of. All the company grew curi- 
'* ous at his courage, and wanted to know of 
" Cracker how he came by him, who told'uSj 
" that this fame fellow, called Capt. Tomba, 
* ( was a leader of fome country villages that op- 
** pofid them and their trade at (be river Nunes." 
In other words, refilled their kidnapping in hk 
diftrict.. " The fufferers this way," fays Cracker, 
"by the help of my men, furprifed and bound 
" him in the night about a month ago, he liav- 
*" ing killed two in his own defence before they 
** could fecure him, and from thence he was 
." brought hither, and made my property !" The 
reader, perhaps, will beas curious to know what 
- * Page 41. f Page 4a. 
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became fif poor Tomba, as Atkins fays, old 
Cracker's company were at his courage. He was 
fold to a Capt. Harding of the Robert, a Briftol 
trader, where, under the influence; of the fame 
fpirit, impatient of and difdaining flavery, he 
made a bold but fruitlefs effort to recover his li- 
berty. He, with his few aflbciates, were fub- 
dued,- but Harding thinking Tomba too'ftout 
and good a Negro to lofe, he only whipped and 
fcarified hi/n ; but he took three of the abettors 
and fentenced them to cruel deaths, making them 
firft eat the heart and liver of one of the negroes 
he had killed ;* and a woman who had been 
concerned, hehoifted up by the thumbs, whipped 
and flafhed her with knives before the other 
Slaves till (he died. 

In .the fhort hiftoryof this.fingle unhappy Afri- 
can, we have a moft complete epitome of the 
Slave Trade. A moft gallant African, for bravely 
defending his friends, and his little country from 
the piratical inroads of thele kidnappers, is privily 
laid wait for, and «ne night furp'rifed and over- 
powered — but not till he had fought moft he- 
roically, placing two of the ruffians dead at his 
feet. He is at length bound, and brought to the 
Slave hole, where we find his high fpirit ftill ac- 
companying him upon the mlferable expofition he 
is fubjected to : and even under the moft infup- 

* Harding, of courfe, flood justified ever after, in pro*, 
nounciog the Negroes to be cannibals. 
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portable of all trial* — when reduced to become a 
figure for the hand of fcorn to point his flow and 
moving finger at— an object for the brutal exercife 
of thofe worft and molt furious paftions which 
could alone actuate a wretch, dead to every fpark of 
feeling, every fentiment of virtue, every principle of 
nature, juftice, or humanity — we fee him preferving 
all dignity of heart — exhibiting a molt diftinguifhed 
magnanimity of foul — unfhaken and unmoved, 
except for a fingle moment, when he found nature 
too weak for the fortitude of his mind.— And yet, 
thefe are the men— thefe are the people; (for 
there is no fpecies of vice, injufticc, or impofition, 
however foul or grofs, to, which this infernal trade 
lufs not given birth.) This is the race of men whom 
the Slave-dealers reprefent to the world, as but 
the middle, joining link, between our proud 

felves, and the apifii monkey clafs. If ftiame 

could tinge the cheek of Tomba, how mud it 
redden ours ! We, who for the moft bafe, and vile, 
and vitious purpofes, have fabricated a fyftem that 
armed with power fuch real favages, fuch brutifb 
Callibans as Harding and Old Cracker :— Who 
fandtioned the one, in calling a man of Tomba's 
noble caft— HIS PROPERTY j and enabled the 
other, to exercife the rod and knife, to fcourge 
and fcarify him. 

Our underftanding traces this in vain, we will 
therefore turn from it, to the more immediate ob- 
ject of thefe fheets. 

A canoe 
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A canoe came off, fays Atkins,* " with the 
w Cabocero, from Cape Miferado, who feemed 
" fliy of entering the fhip, apprehending a panyaringt 
* f his town's people having often fuffered by the trea- 
" chtry of Jhips, vn& they as- often returned it, 
" fometimes with cruelty ; which has given rift 
" to the report of their being cannibals at feveral 
** places ; very unlikely any where" Snelgrave, in 
his introduction tells us, " The natives on tha 
* e windward coaft from Sherbro to Ancobar river, 
** near Axim, freely bring on board our fhip* 
" their commodities, except when an affront has 
1 " been offered them ; which, to the great fcattdal both 
** of Englifti and trench, has too often been rime, 
** namely, by their forcibly carrying sway the traders, 
" under fome flight pretence of having received 
" an injury from them. And this has put a flop to 
K the trade of the particular place where it has 
" happened for a long time : and innocent peopla 
f* who have come there to trade in final! veflels, 
" have fuffered for their countrymens viUany: feveral 
*' in my time having been furprized by the natives, 
* ( and the people deftroyed out of revenge." 
Nyendael fays, " he hasfeen feveral men that came 
" from Ardra, Calabar, and feveral other places, 
H in order to trade, which were taken on the river 
K Formofo, or Benin, by the robbers, and fold for 
f* Slaves, f They live only upon robbery,, and fail 
f* to nil parts -of this river, zn&feize 4II that light 
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a en their way, which they fell to the firft that 
'* comes. — Snock fays, " that when he arrived off 
« Cape Miferado, he caft anchor, but not one 
** Negroe coming on board, he went on fliore, 
" arid after flaying a while on the ftrand, fome 
■* Negroes, fays he, came to us j* and being de- 
" firous to be informed, why they did not come 
" on board ? 1 was anfwered, that about two 
« c months before, the Englijh had been there with 
"'two large veffels, and ravaged the country, de- 
" firoyed all their canoes, plundered thtir houfes, and 
** carried off fome of their people for Slaves ; upon 
** which, the remainder fled to the inland country, 
* r where moft of them are at prefent. He fays, he 
" found the inhabitants in the villages, about two 
" miles weft, civil and good-natured, people. But 
" by reafon of the injuries which they received from 
w the Englifh; they were fo timorous, they would 
5' not venture on board any (hip. He adds, they 
" tell us they live in peace with all their neighbour s, and 
tc have no notion of any other enemy than the Englijh, 
** of which nation they had taken fome who were 
" in danger of being facrificed to the memory of 
« their friends." 

Bofman ftates, " fome years paft, the French 

** were ac'cujlomed to feize all the Negroes that came 

'*' on board them, and fell them into the Wefi Indies for 

" Slaves''^ Barbot fays, " It is well known that 

' •' irtany of the European nations trading amongft 

* P. 440; ; . f P. 394, 395. 
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«?' thofe people, have very unjuftly and inhumanly,- 
** without any provocation, fiolen away, from time 
" to time, abundance of the people, not only on this 
" coajt, . but aimed every 'where in Guinea, who 
tf have come on board their Ihips in a barmUfs and 
" confiding manner.* Theft, they have in , £«# 
" numbers carried away, and fold in the plantations 
" with other Slaves they had purchased." Atkins. 
fays, " they learned that the inland country, what 
" had fuffered by the Panyars of the Cape of La 
" Hon, and Drewin people,-}- had lately been down, 
*' and deftroyed the towns, and the trade was then at a 
" fiand." All, as at Ardra, the happy and humane 
•ffedts of the Slave Trade. Phillips fays, " he found 
" the natives of the Qua Qua Coaft, molt fliy, which 
" made Kim fancy they had tricks played them, by 
" fuch blades as long Ben, alias Avery, who had 
" feized them and carried them away. "J At Cabo 
Carfo, the faftory have, every now and then, 
Atkins relates, " a large demand for fait, made and 
" brought hither from Acra. The fale appears 
"like a fair in the caftle, and many of the Ne- 
" groes, whofe ivory and gold would not purchaie 
*f half a bufhel,§ I was told, had travelled fame* 
** hundred miles : they chufing to go in bodics■ 
"* when feed time is over, as a better protection 
" from wild hearts, and their wilder tonntrym*, 
" who frequently make incurfions from feveral' 
" parts of the Coaft, and feize them for Slaves,' 

* P, no. + P.-73. * t. i 9 j. $ P. 79." 
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" when few and defrncelefe." Atkins liUewift 
faysi " the faithtulnefs of the Gold Coaft Negroes 
" towards lis, arifes from our forts : and from tbeif 
" unwarrantable practices "With their neighbours ; 
*' w ho, bj Panyari,* and cheating for our good, art 
"berime* perpetual enemies, and fixed them by in- ' 
" tereft and mecesSity ourt." In other words, 
we having corrupted them, till they are become 
as Unprincipled and wicked as ourfelres, have 
drawn down Upon them the utter detcftadon and 
refentment df all their countrymen. 

Bofman acquaints us; " that the inhabitants of 
•* Coto upon the Slave Coaft, depend upon the 
" Slave Trade, for their mofi advantageous trade it 
*' taking ajo&rney inland, andjteating Mflt/'f-^-And 
yet all the advocates for this Trade tell you, thar. 
fliey can give no account how the inland people 
become Slaves. Bofman adds, " k is the belt 
" part of their fubfiftence :"— and Barbot and 
Marchairs confirm this. 

A little farther, Bofman fays,$ " the inhabitants of 
" Popo, as well as thofe of Coto, depend on plunder 
" and the Slave Trade, in both of which they very 
** much exceed the latKr ; for beirig endowed with 
" a much larger lhare of courage, they rob more 
M fuceefifully, and confequentfy by that means increafe 
*.* their Wade, notwifhfianding all which, to freight 
" a Jhip with Slaves^requires fome months a«eo- 
•f tendance."— What woold be the cafe, theny was 

* P«g« 105. f Page 308. J Page 31*. 
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the fupply only from pnfoners of war and cri- 
minals ? 

* In (he yew 1697," fays Bofman, " in three 
' day? time, I could get but three Slaves. But 
T they aflured me, that if 1 would have patience 
f for other three days only, they Ihould be able to 
deliver me one or two hundred. "-~-AU of them, 
I fuppofe, Mr. Nprris would have endeavQured K( 
have proved to us were convicts, African felons, 
and thaj Bqfman muft havp arrived juft about {he. 
time of their circuit, from the dealers fpeaking fo 
confidently. " I would not wait for them," fays 
Bofman, " but failed to Fida, where I was inform- 
" ed, that their tncurfions" — which word would 
have a litde interrupted Mr. N.'s ingenious expla- 
nation — " fucceedcd fo well, that they returned 
<( with above aoo Slaves, whom they fold to the, 
" Portuguefe." 

In the moft plain and direct terms we have here 
fully decribed to. us the true nature of this trade, 
the common and ufual courfe of It, the regular and 
accuftomed mode of fupplyingthe fhips, not .given 
us by a chance trader, not related by an unexpe- 
rienced officer or dealer — but proceeding from an 
authority, acknowledged to be the very beft upon 
African fubjefts, as well in every thing that relates 
to the country, as to the commerce held w$th it by 
the Europeans. It is delivered down to us as thf 
eftablifhedj intelligent, corrected, femiments, opi- 
nions, and knowledge, of a man, who was chief 
fa&or, and refiderf 14 years in. Guinea : who tells 
N* us^ 
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us, there were fcarce any places upon the Coafty 
where he did not ftay for fome time ; and that he 
(poke from experience j and he adds farther, he's 
well allured, that at leaft no man fball fix my fatfe 1 * 
hood upon him. His (hip comes upon die Coaft, 
in three days time he gets but as many flaves — he 
grows impatient, they befeech him to wait only 
three days more, and they will enfure him a cargo. 
They appear to have kept their word. If I could 
believe it poffible that there could be a fingle 
perfon in this ifland, who would really hold himfelf 
tip as a ferious and profefled advocate for this 
Trade— I would beg leave to afk him, from what 
particular fource of fupply he really thought thefe 
jioo men "were drawn in the cpurfe of three days ? 
Were they prifoners of war whom Mr. N. has told 
us, in order to roufe fpeculatively, that companion 
and humanity in our breafts in Europe, which 
practically had no operation in his own, in Africa ? 
Were they, 1 fay, prifoners of war, whom that 
gentleman affirmed, would inevitably be put to 
death ? Or were they felons — whom the fame 
gentleman allures us the Africans declare it juft 
and fair to difpofe of according to their own efta- 

blilhed laws and cuftoms ? Out upon it, out 

Upon it, the whole is afcene of mockery, falfehood, 
and infamy. — The Trade teas jn Bofman's time; 
and is now carried on upon the very fame principles 
as thofe upon which the Portuguefe began it. — 
What was a&ed one day at Popo, is adted every 
.- " **$ 
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day over the whole Coaft, not for 200 men, but 
for 100,000 Slaves annually. It was in Bofman's 
days, and it is now, a fyftem of rapine, murder* 
and man Healing, let loofe upon, and devaftaring 
the whole country. What more direct proof can 
be given ? What more full and complete tefti- 
mony could we have of any fadt whatever ? — Above 
200 men, the happy, innocent, peaceable inhabi- 
tants of a whole village, probably more, upon one 
of our Slave Ships coming on the Coaft are at once* 
by fudden incurfions of the kidnappers, torn from 
every thing moft dear, from their wives, from their 
Children, from their families, and from their friends* 
plundered of every thing they had on earth, are 
loaden with chains, fwept off from their country, 
and hurried into perpetual bondage, into endlels 
flavery. And all this horrid and atrocious fcene 
Wrought up at our inftigarion, for the benefit of 
our Slave Trade. — Our fa&ors and dealers having 
previoufly fo corrupted their treacherous country- 
men, that they confider the perpetrating of theft 
daring vitlanies and crimes as, to ufe Bofinan's. 
phrafc, " the beft part of their fubfiftence." — Art 
the people of England equal to giving grayely 
and confeiemioufly their public voice for the 
daily acting of thefe infernal fcenes — for the longer 
continuance of a Trade, hourly producing them 1 
As Englishmen, I think they will not— as men, I 
am perfuaded they cannot — as Chrittians, I am fure, 
they dare not. 

If 
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If this body, this mafs of ancient and modem 
teftimony, can poffibly be fuppofed by any mart 
to require either confirmation, or added weight 
and ftrength, he has both in the fulleft man- 
ner poffible, in the feveral Reports of the Com- 
mittees of Privy Council and Houfe of Com- 
mons ; but which, as they mult have been of late 
Co much in every perfon's hand, who has be« 
flowed any thought upon the fubjeft, it is con- 
ceived, the lefs neceffary to extract much from 
them on the prefent occafion. But there is a 
teftimony — the teftimony of one of the moft 
able, the moft enlightened characters among 
the many that happily refide in the Weft In- 
dies, which it is utterly impoflible, whitft we 
give it our applaufe in one point of view, 
not to give it alfo our comment in another. 
Every man muft be aware, that I allude to the 
valuable teftimony of Mr. Edwards, as convey- 
ed in the fpeech he made at a free conference 
between the Council and the Affembly of Ja- 
.maica. No words can be more full, more direct 
than Mr. Edwards's are j it is not poffible to go 
beyond them. They contain not only the fulteft 
admiffion of every thing that has been charged 
againft this Trade, by thofe whofis abhorrence 
of its iniquitous and cruel practices made them 
the loudeft in their clamours for its abolition-j 
•but every thing he fays to this point is replete 
with conviftion. Mr. Edwards's words arej-^ 
i Hit 
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ite is perfuaded that Mr. WilbeFforce haa 
been very rightly informed as to the manner ia 
which Slaves are generally procured. His (Mr* 
E.'s) information arifes from bis own Negroes, who 
abundantly confirm, he aflures us, Mr. W.'s ac- 
count. They have not left, he telk us, the^tf- 
dow of a doubt upon his own mind, that the tffekls 
ttf this trade are precifely fttch. as Mr. W. reprefents 
them to be — a general fcene of oppreffion, fraud, 
treachery , and blood — all upheld by theSlave 
Trade — That the whole of that immenfe con- 
tinent ts afield of warfare and defolat'tm — a wilder-' 
nefs in which the inhabitants are wolves to each 
other. He dare not dijpute it. And Mrv E. fur- 
ther aflerts, that every man may be convinced that 
it is fo, who will inquire of any African Negroes, 
on their firfi arrival, concerning the circumftancea 
of their captivity ; and he declares, that the af- 
tertion " that a great .many of thefe are criminals 
" and conviBs,"—\s mockery and infult. Heius 
therefore no hefitation to affirm, that the Slave Trade 
ought to be relinquj/hed, other European nations 
concurring it. In fuch cafe, fays Mr. Edwards, 
in the fullnefs of his juft and generous heart, I 
fliall exclaim, whatever we may fuffer— Fiat Juf- 
titia ! 

He tells us, there was a time indeed, he would 
have exclaimed this, without any condition— but 
fuller inquiry, he fays, has corrected his notions. 
I think the phrafe would have been more germane 
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to the matter, had he faid — that an addition of 
years, which unfortunately too often bring with 
them a blunting quality upon all the finer feelings 
of, our nature — that circumftances-— and more 
familiarity with the fcenes around him, had given 
his fentiments a different caft. For what fidkr 
inquiry to this point could Mr. Edwards poffibly 
make, than what he tells he had done among his 
own Negroes ! — What ftronger effects could in- 
quiry poffibly produce, than working that very 
conviction which he affirms to us it has done upon 
his own mind ; and mud, he fays, upon the mind 
of every man that will inquire ? and to fuch a 
degree has it done fo upon his own, that he dare 
not difpute any of thofe fcenes of oppreffion, 
fraud, treachery, and blood, on which the Slave 
Trade is declared to be founded. Can any man, 
with this full and broad conviction on his mind, 
in a matter of fo momentous a nature, under any 
circumftances whatever, hefitate one moment to 
fay, fuch guilt, fuch enormous iniquity, muft 
ceafe ? fuch grofs, fuch horrible destruction and 
havock muft be at an end ? That a traffic fo 
foul, fo deteftable, fo inhuman in all its princi- 
ples and nature as the Slave Trade {lands fully 
proved to be, muft be utterly abolifhed for ever ? 
With fuch eftablifhed convi&ion on his mind, 
would not any man incefiantly implore — weary 
even the governing powers of the country, till 
they authoritatively pronounced— Fiat Juftitia~ 

But 
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But it feems this trade, like vice, as defcribed by 
the Poet, tho' — 



A monfter of fo dire a mien, 
That to be hated, needs but to be feen ; 
Yet, feen too oft, familiar with her face, 
They firft endure, then pity, then embrace. 

' The precife cirtumftance which Mr. Edwards 
ftates as having corrected his notions, is the very 
thing which created a complete, but direct oppo- 
site change of opinion in the writer of thefe meets. 
When this queftion (the abolition of the Slave 
Trade) was firft agitated, he frankly owns his opi- 
nion did not go the full length of immediate abo- 
lition. But fuller inquiry con -eSted that opinion, for 
fuller inquiry brought home to his mind that convic- 
tion which Mr. Edwards allures us inquiry among 
his own negroes has fixed upon his; and this 
conviction, fo planted in this writer's breaffc — no 
reafons of ftate — no motives of policy— no na- 
tional advantage — no public alarm, or apprehen- 
fion even of danger to the country, were the mea- 
fure as clearly to expofe us to any fuch as unquef- 
tionably it is free from' it — he would not as a hu- 
man being — he could not as a believer of oui 
holy religion, but exclaim — loudly cry out — Fiat 
Jujiitia ! 

Mr. Edwards fays, he is now convinced that a 

fudden dif continuance of the trade by one nation 

O , alone, 
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alone, will not be productive of any good ef- 
fect 

The Slave-dealers covering thetnfelves under 
Mr. Edwards's authority, have not been idle in re- 
echoing this around ; infinuating alfo this addition 
of their own—" Therefore you might as well go 
" on with the trade, and reap any fruit or advan- 
" tage there might be in it, fince your getting 
" out of it fingly will not benefit the Africans." 
But without (topping here to Ihew, which 
one could very fatisfactorily do, the very con- 
trary of what is here aflerted, that Africa will 
moft materially and effentially, indeed, benefit by 
England's no longer leaguing againft her in thefe 
abominable practices, it is only necefiary to ob- 
ferve, that it is about as good a way of reasoning, 
■ and very much of the fame damp and defcriptioa 
as would be that, in the cafe of three men finding 
a fourth, who, from particular circumstances of 
difability, was wholly incapable of refilling them, 
when upon a proposition forfeizing, robbing* and 
plundering him, one of the three, after vehe* ' 
mently exprefliog his extreme , abhorrence of an 
act: which would be fo grofs a violation of every 
thing that was juft, honelt; and right, at length 
fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded to join in it upon ' 
this very argument — that the man would moft 
certainly be plundered and robbed, whether he 
, concurred in the_ villany or no, for the other two 

were 
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were determined to rob him ; therefore his not 
agreeing to be an accomplice in the robbery 
could in no degree benefit the poor man, who 
would equally be fpoiled of every thing he had ; 
whilft he himfelf, by periifting in fuch weak, ho- 
neft fcruples, would lofe every (hare of the booty. 
In the cafe of the individual, there could be but 
one opinion upon the conduft, and in what fingle 
principle of morality or jufticc do the two cafes 
differ? 

No — no— this, with all the other miferable ar* 
guments that have been urged by this fet of men, 
is, like the odious traffic they are calculated to 
fupport, big with nothing but fraud, impofi- 
tion, and falfehood. 

Let the Britilh nation but bold out this exam- 
ple to the world, and which may not be thought 
wholly unbecoming her to do, who, from, the ge- 
neral enterpriflng fpirit of her people, has unfor- 
tunately been hurried into taking fo confiderable 
a lead in the trade ; I fay, let Britain but begin, 
and little time will elapfe, ere we mail fee all the 
powers of Europe, not only aiding her by their 
bell endeavours, but contending who among them 
ftiall be the moil forward in perfecting fo good, 
fo happy, fo glorious an undertaking. But grant 
for a moment, that all the other powers in Europe 
{hould ftill appear dead to every fpark of juftice 
and humanity, and that Britain ftood alone in 
this great work — fuperiorly happy, yea, thrice 
happy 
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Rappy then, would be her iituation, 'and great, 
indeed, her diftin&ion — and her empire would 
with truth be called — The Empire of Juftice, 
Freedom, and Good-- Will towards Men. 
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